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TO THE 


Moſt Honoured 
AND REW TREVYIL,Elq, 


SIR, 


F all the Attributes are 
| i by the Deity, This 
Whereon I harve engag d my Pen, 
is the moſt remarkable and Glo- 
rious. Which I undertook the ra- 
ther , and with the more aſſu- 
rance,becauſe I knew that if 1 did 
come (hort iu my Diſcourſes on 
it ( as who ever emterpria'd it 
muſt ) 1 had my conſolation is 
my Subject, 


A} Tp 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


It is Divine Gooaneſs to ac- 
cept of what 4a Perſon hath, and 
not of what be bath not. I know 
that Ged is great, as well as good, 
that be i3 in Hearven, and we on 
Earth. and that therefore as in 
our addreſſes ro him, ſ0.in our Diſ- 
courſes of him, our words ſhould 
be few. But I alſo tt 09,what Ci. 
cero obſerct d before me, that he 
:5 Opt. Max. that be is firſtGood, 
and then Great,and that he glories 
in bis Goodneſs,as his greateſt Ex. 
cellency, |. His making of bis Sun 
to riſe onthe Evil and on theGood, 
and his ſending Rain on the Juſt, 
and on the unjusSt , is called bis 
Perfection, ard indeed is ſo, 'tis, 
be you perte&, as your Hea- 
venly Father is perfect, 

Once, ir ts the intereſt and Cauſe 
of 


” 


Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
; of God I'pleal inthu Eſſay, and 

ſo much , that all Religion & 
' concerned in it. For tis an 


apprehenfion of the Goodneſſe, 


_ and Bounty, and Beneficence of 
God, that eſtabliſhed in Mens 
hearts doth powerfully tie them 
to Adore, Obey, and Servebim. 
There is Mercy ( /ayes the 
Royal Pſalmiſ} ) with thee, 
that thou mayeſt be feared. 
It was for this Reaſon that he 
prefaced the Law he gave the 
Jewes , With a Repitition of 
the benefits, Which bad ac- 
crued to them by him, | am the 
Lord thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the Land 
of Egypt, out of the Houſe ot 
Bondage, 3 hou {halt, Wc. 
N.umzly to impriat upon them 4 


A} aue 


| 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

due ſence of all his Obligations 
andEngagements.that having firſt 
poſſeſſ'd them of a rational and 
well eftabliſh'4 Lorve , he might 
afterwards the better influcuce 
them byit , toa due reſpett to all 
his commands. [_Tis,it you love 
me keep my commands. ] And 
the Holy Evangel, wherein Al- 
mighty God is admirab'y repre- 
ſented as moſt infinitely Loving, 
Gratious, and Benione, what 0- 
tber ena, intentionor defign has it, 
but by fo ample proof and Decla- 
ration of the Divine Love to pre- 
vail with man for his that believ- 
ing he may love, and loving he 
may ſerve and obey ? Thus # the 
Ewangellical Obedience , that 
of Faith , which workes by 
Lowe. 

TVus 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Tous our Lorve to God it is the 
' life of all our Devotion and Obe- 
' dience tobim, ana his Benipnity 
and kindneſſe unto w> it 15 the 
| ground of all our love. And Sa- 
' than knows it Well enoueh, and 
therefore he t ſo induſtrious (for 
we are not ignorant of his de- 
vices) to inſtil intothe minds of 
men hard and frightful appreven- 
feons of the great God, az that be 
rules by aill ; that he hath n9 
| confideraiion in the world of his 
Creatures comfort , but onely of 
by own Glory, that he made' the 
greateſt part of Men to dane 
them, and triumphs in their Ruin 
and that he cruelly exafts impoſ- 
fſubilitics,and obliges Men to come, 
when yet he knowes they cannot- 
And ihat Evil One t in'imate e« 
nIugb 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


gorgh with all our minds, 10 know 
that if he can but once perſwade 
em, that the Maſter, wbom we 
are to ſerve u mot Tyrannicall 
ard nard : and that he reapeth, 
where be hath notlown, and 
vathereth, where he hath not 
ilrevved ; no- queſiion , but we 
%:{{ away, and dig and hide our 

{0 money, as ivat unfaith- 
Fer / | [Er vant aid, 


So much it 15 the intere(s of 


God and Truc Religion, that Di- 
Pine Benignity be vindicated ; a 

O7FR AS NICE ſary nov as ver, 

02m Lucretins 7 as much con- 
lleed 75 Moſes, and when there 
are almoſt as many, who blaſphe- 
mouſly diſpute Divine Goodneſſe, 
as there are ibat ſeriouſly believe 
tt. And it u wity thoſe T princt- 
paiiy geal. Ii 


F piftle Dedicatory. 


In doing hich 1 harve endea- 
Your'd 10 acquit my ſelf, not onely 
Philofophically by alledging 
Reaſons which Philoſophy, ( om- 
mon ſenſe, and the Natures of the 
things 1treat of, do ſugge(# to me 
' but alſo aza Chriſtian, by blend- 
ing with thoſe other, ſuch conſide- 
rations alſo as the ſacred Oracles 
( whereon I mo$t relic) do prompt 
me With . not infiſting on the for- 
' mer. (wbich yet too many do ) but 
as they harve the countenance aud 
favour of the latter. 

This, Sir, is what I offer you. 
*Be pleoſed to accept an Eflay 
| but a Part of that whole you 
 bave a Title to | which with thoſe 
defigns, and this Furniture ( ſuch 
as it &s) doth Lay it ſelf before you, 
at your ſeet ? Tis its Ambition, 
70 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


to have a Perſon for its Parton, 
whom its Subject bath for its 4d- 
mirer, And it cannot eafily de- 
{pair of being owned by you, and 
{o of being made anotner 1In- 
Stance of your great Goodneſs, of 
which its Author ts already One, 
ſeeing to be [0 it is enough to need 
tt. 

And, Sir, with thy high Encou- 


razement it 8, that I preſume to © 
own my ſelf intheſe circumſtans- | 


ces, intihat capacity you long ago 
wvouchſafed me the hoxour to be, 
cven that of 

= SIR, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


B rye NEAT and Son 
Jotnes,Octe 9. 


1571, Richard Burthogge, 
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AN 


ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE 


READER. 


HE NMcthod IT have taken 
In the followingDiſcourle. 


Is to ſecond the evince- 
ments, which I urge from coms 
mon Reaſon, or Nature, with the 
. tuffrage of the ſacred Oracles. 
Which that the Reader may not 
mis-interpret, and accuſe of want 
of judgement , ſeeing my preten- 
ces are againſt the Atheiſt , who 
believes not Scripture 3 he is to 
know, that there are Reaſons tor 
the Atheiſt, which though tv 
make them more perſpicuous, and 
convincing, I haye backed wn: 
the verdicts of the gravclt Phi/s+ 
ſophers, and to ſhew them to be 
alſo Scriptural, I have contirmecd 
from the Scriptures > yt 1 inkit 
Not 


y 


An Advertiſement 


not on them with the Atheiſt, as 
they are Scriptural, but as they 
are Reaſons, Scriptural Reaſons. 
He may underſtand me, that I In= 
{iſt not with him on the Authori- 
ty, but on the Reaſon of Scripture. 

And yct truely taking on me to 
aſſert the Chriſtian Religion, and 
ſuch Apprehenſtons of the Great 
God, as that obligeth us to have, 
[ thought it point of Duty , nct 
onely to produce Reaſons, and 
Notions, that might ſatishe , bur 
alſo to evince_ them Scriptural ; 
for as much as otherwiſe , though 
they might be Philoſophical, and 
carry in them ſomething of con- 
viction, yct not being Scriptural. 
they could not poſlibly be Chri- 
{tian,and ſo anſwer my Ends. 

In Fine, to be ingenuous with 
him, I was willing to annex the 
Teſtimonies of the Scriptures, and 
Of Philoſopners togethcr, to all or 
moſt of thoſe contiderations I in- 
{fiſked on from _ vr Acaton, 
that I might infinuate 1nto the Az 

theiſt 
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fo the Reader. 


{ theiſt a good belief of Scriptures 3 
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? as, that there 1s ſome conformity 


in them with Nature, that they 
are repleniſtyt with recondite wit- 
dome; and hat that Religion com- 
prehended in them 1s a piece of 
high Reaſon , and Phitoforiy, 
And he cannot but believe all this, 
when he ſhall fee beto' [15 eves, 
ſo good a © wrrefponden: i and wn- 
derſtanding berwern then), 

As for the Pltio{oplicrs, T have 
quoted them at large, and in their 
own Terms, that | migtt no be 
ſuſpected to abuſe them, or mv 
Reader ; but yet have ſo convÞB: 
ntently- diſposd the Texts, that 
thoſe , who lilt not to attend to 
them, as perhaps a many will nor, 
that yct may have a mind to read 
the Reſt, they may {kip and pats 
them over, without any great 
trouble or intcrruption, 

Onely one thing mult be noted, 
that in ſome of theſe Citations | 
have made of the Philoſophers, 3t 
1sthe Medium, the Reaſon ontly, 
which 


Sa - 


An Advertiſement 


which I urge them for ; the Ap- | 
plication being mine perhaps and 


not theirs; which yet I cannot reaz 
lonably be arraigned for, ſeeing tis 
certain, that the Reaſon may be 


one and the ſame, when yet the. 


matters wherein it 1s to hold arc 
innumerous. And thoughlT :ave 
Supposd a God to be, andall things 
In the world to be made by Him. 


tis no more than what my Sub- * 
zect juliifics 3 and yet by way of : 
Obviation to the Atheilts Cavils, | 


CO eo foe ee OE Se eG et RAD ted 45 tes] 
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Fhave occationally prov'd it, to=! 
wards the end of this Diſcourſe : J. 


Md therefore, if in Reading any } 
part of 1t, a ſuch exception dO a-} 
rife, I muſt oblige the Reader to? 


re EEO ea 


ſuſpend his thoughts a little , tilts 


it be remoy'd. 


{ intended not to give my Rea- 
der any further troublc here, but? 
on ſecond thoughts, I crave his: 
pardonit 1 do, becaulc it looks to 
iome, as ifrhere WETE AN UITEPAIT- 
able defect in the following Di 

courſe," 


: 


| 
[ 
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to the Reader. 


courſe in one Point, in as much as 


| have quoted no Philoſophers A- 
bout it (and It 1s believd I can- 
not ;) not having given any 2z- 
timations of the knowledge of a 
Saviour | the greateſt inſtance of 
Divine Bcnigmty | and of the me- 
thod of ſalvation by him, among 
the Gentiles, And indeed 1 purz 
po(cly declin'd the doing that, be- 
cauſe it 1s a point that wall oblige 
me to a large Diſcourſe another 
where, but yet for preſent fatis= 
fa ion, if I thould fay there were 
among the Heathen, ſome darker 
intimations of that great Truth, 
for winch we Chriſtians arc be- 
holden to the Evangel, though I 
might be judged very Paradoxt- 
cal therein, yet | concave, I thould 
affirm nothing, but what I had 
authority cnough to verttie, 

It cannot be denied, but that 
the Ancient Heataens underſtood 
that God was unattoneable , but 
by humane blood ; the Canaanites 
did offer up their Children unto. 
B 1ſO0- 


Plat. in 
Politic. 


| Vid. & 

' Stuckium 

' oe ſacr, og 
| | ſacrif. 


Bodin de 

| Rep. lib, 1. 
ht. 

| Num, 34. 


3S. 


Pauſan, in 
Lacon, 


An Advertiſ ement 


MOLOCH | Deat. 18. 10. ] and 
conformably the Carthaginians , 
who were a Colony of Canaanites, 
did yearly offer ſome of theirs to 
Saturn, Among the Lacedemoni- 
ans , the Altar of D:ana Orthia 
was beſprinkled once a year, with 
humane blood ; two Perſons be- 
ing Annually eleCted by the Lot 
for Sacrifice. Which uſage, as 1t 
was highly barbarous and cruc], 15 
afirmed to be changed by the 
great Lyciurens for a milder; hc 
ordaining , that the perſons on 
whom the Lot did fal!, inſtead of | 
being killed , ſhould be whipped, 
till the blood did flow. And with 
thar, they did beſprinkle the Altar. 
This 1s much, but there 1s more, 
For ſome of them did underſtand, 
C if yct they underſtood whar 
their Performances implyed ) nct 
onely that the great God was not 
to be propitiated and attoned but 
by Iuimane blood ; but alſo, that 
that bloud muſt be the blood of 
One that was to take upon him ( as 
It 


to the Reader. 

lit were ) the Perſons and the guilt 
Zof all, or of an Oxe that by his 
{ſufferings was to purge and cleanſe 
the reſt that offer'd him. 

And this is evident, 1in that the 
zold Athenians every year in (their) 
Thargelion, did ſacrifice a Man and 
za Woman, for the Men and Wo. 
men of their City, to Expiate and 
Luſtrate them, and thoſe whom 
{they did facrihice,they called*Phar- 
I-aci, as who would ſay, that thoſe 
were. perſons, who, by being fa- 
| crificed and offer'd up unto the 
Gods, were proper Medicines to 
purge and cleanſe thoſe others 
C from their ſins ) that offer d 
them, : 

And it will be yet more mani- 
teſt, if we conſider what Leonicus 
Thomens further tells us out of Ly- 
cophron , that in the woſt antient 
times, if on any City there fell a 
Judgement o: Famine, or Plague, 
or Sword,or other great Calamity, 
they were wont to take the wileſe, 


and molt vitious perſon in it, whom 
B 2 they 


4 
Nic. Leonic, 
Thom. de 
varia hift, 
l:9.3, cap. 


33» 


* So the 
Author,bat 


berrer 


Pharmace. 


De var. 


hift lib. 3, 


c. 109, 


aw < : 


An Advertiſement 


they called a * Catharmus,, or as 


*orrather Phyrmacts, and him they ar 
Catharma 


and P.a - tO the place of ſacrifice 3 and hav. 
macion, 


I IRR” 


: 
Ing there performed ſeveral Cere-? 
monics, at laſt rhey burned him ,% 
and threw his aſhes into the Sea,s 
and ſo appealed the Gods, tIt 1s: 
not to be doubted, but that ſome- 
thing Figarative and Myſtical did? 
lie in this ; for othcerwile they? { 
knew , What by the Light of Na-! 
ture by remarkable to All, that to? | 
the Belt, the Belt was to be ofter'd: 
And indeed the 1; lage {eemeth but; 
a Depray ation of the Grand Tradi- 
tion of the Seed of the Weman, and! 
of that Propitiation and Artone# 
ment tobe made to God for Sin - 
by the offcring up the Man Chriſt; 
which was tte ground of all Pro? 
pitiatory Sacritices 

'Tis not 1improbablc, but Caza® 


- 
t 


phas, of whom the Holy Gholl ! ; 
doth witncls, that he pr opheſied] 7 
and wilt 1t not, that 1s, that his 
{poke righter than he was aware oi; 
alluded nercunto, in ſaying 1t Wi 

nec 


6 


to the Reader 


{ neceſſary one ſhould die for the 
ql People , he meaning ( it is likely ) 


! that it was very fit. hat one | 1n- 
"3 tending Jeſus Chriſt ] ſhould be 
x made a kind of Pharmacus or Ca- 
F | tharmns, and fo be oficr'd as a Vis 
! &im for the People , to ſettle its 
7 Tranquility and Peace 
. And indeed Jeſus chriſt he 1s 
' the true Pharmacum and Cathariua 
"2 for the whole World ; it is hethat 
of taking on him the iniquities of us 
4. all, d1d make his Soul an oftie ring 
od for Sin, by wheſe Stripes we are 
17. healed, and of him 1t 1s that our 
1 Apoſt le faith C and perhaps allud= 
7 ing to the Grecian Luſtrations, as 
nd well as to the Jewiſh P urgations) 
od | That he did 
of — A] 7s K\OAP!SUON re. 
9} —_—_ TIP 

,z that he d1d- by Iumſelt PUrge our 
{4 Sins 5 or which is aquivalent, that 
13 in his own perfon, he was our truc 

4 Catharma. | 
I might aiſt argue their 1mpcr- 
f-ct nowled 2c 07 4 Saviour from 
I 3 the 


J4 
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Platon. Po+ 
titic, 


An Advertiſement 


the many Appellations which 1 


find among them of their Jupiter, 
as Jupiter Melichizs, Jupiter Eleu- 
therius, Jupiter Servator, &c, And 
alſo take a hint to ſhew from 
whence they had it, namely from 
the Old and Firſt Believers, from 
whom they took this uſage to de- 
nominate their Jupiter, as theſe 
were wont to do their El, or Jehoz 
vah, from occaſional occurrents, as 
El Roi , Jehovah=Niſſi, &c. 1 ay, 
they ſeem to have receiv'd theſe 
intimations of the true Religion , 
not ſo much from the Jews, whom 
generally all the Gentiles hated; 
of whom they make but little men- 
tion in their Writings, and with 
whom they did not care to con- 
verſe, as by rhe Catholick Traditi- 
0 of the world , from the Firſt 
and moſt Ancient Ages, and Patri- 
archs. So Plato who is exprels. 
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to the Reader. 
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But ro return, therc 1s one Au- 
thority more that I ſhall urge, 
and that 1s Platgs,, who ſecmeth 
ro have pointed his Diſciples to 
our Saviour, for who elſe can he 
be thought to mean, when he tel- 
leth them they ſhould adhere un- 
to his Doemata , but till another 
Perſon, a Divine One came , who 
would inſtruct them in the I ruths 
themſelves, and him they were 0- 

iiged to hear. 

I confeſs, I never met with-thts 

pallage in the workes of Plato my 
fe If Cand yet he feemeth in his Po- 


Iiticks to hint ſomeriting Of an 
5 2 j 
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Il. in Phi. 
lebo. 


Ibid, 


An Advertiſement 
tr ay3s wnvvlig a fit Vicſlenger, one that n < 


ſhould reveal things ) but in an 
Author, who 1t 1s to be preſumed, 
had it in the Schoo!s of Plato,in him 
I have; and that 1s Z'meas Gazacns, 
who introduceth Theophraſtns (one 
of the Perſons in a Dialogue, which 
he intitles {3 ) aſtenting tv Axithe- 
25, the orher, in theſ2 terms. 

"FOR Agnoſco quod dicis optime : 
Nam &- Fiatont ip placuit, ut ſuis 
celretis eatenus ſtar etrr, dum ali- 
quis divinior homo interris appare- 
ret, qui veritatem? pſa: aperiat, cu? 
conveniens fit omnes aſ/entiri, atque 
obtemperare. 

Fherc is one thing more I muſt 
intreat the Reader not to be of- 
fended with', and that 1s, that 1 
cre annex ſome farther Teltimonics 
ot Philoſophers,zvhich might ind: ed 
have more conveniently bcen ad- 
GEU MN N11 ' proper Placcs, In thc 
Body _ the Diſcourſe it felt : but 
that the Ct: Py DCINgG Out wd my 
Ws, i was not capable of GoINg 


that: and vet | was unwillng to 
omit 
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to the Reader. 


# omit them, they ſceming unto me 


{o full of evidence and clearneſe, 


[. and fo apt to bring a great addi- 


tion of light, to what I have al- 


ready offter'd from others. 


[ have ſaid 1 in my Diſcourſe, that 


! God 1s therefore Liberal, "REA 


i A as YI 


tifu], and Benchcent , becauſe he 
is molt Perfe&, and 1s the Beſt Be- 
ing, and Iam here toſay, it isno 
more than what is. intimatcd to us 
by Maximus Tyrins. 
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Again, for as much aslI have ſaid 
that the Heathen underſtood ſome- 
what of the State of Happineſs , 
wherein Divine Bounty did at firſt 


eſtabliſh 


Marx. Tyr. 
Diſſert. 22» 


An Advertiſement 


eſtabliſh man, it is no other than 
what Plato meaneth , when in his 2 
Politicks he treateth of the Goldex ® 
Revolution under Satzrry. For 
he declareth that to be a time, 
when God did rule, when Men 
were naked, and vhen the Earth 
afforded all things unto Men with- | 
out labour; that in it Men had a 
vaſt and comprehenſive knowledg 
of the nature of things, that they 
did confer, and talk with the | 
Beaſts , and that z#heſe were tame 
and friendly unto one another, 
and that all were ſubject to man. 
Who ſecth not in this Tradition |: 
how agrcable it is unto that of | 
Moſes. | 
But Hierocles , ( beſides what I 
have cited out of him, about the 
State of Pre-exiſtence, which I 
have evinced to be this of In= 
nocence } doth in his Definition 
of Philoſophy , egregioully inſ1- 
nuate, that Man in former time, 
was in another Condition , inh- 
nitely more Agreable and Happy 
than 


i wiPweghdtoen-...nv 2 2 


fo the Reader. 


than his preſent, and that then He 
was in Gods Image. For the De- 
| fanition that he gives us of Philoſo- 
; phy, isto this purpoſe, that it 1sa 
Reſtitution of a man unto his pro- 
per ſtate of Happineſs, that of 
which he was polic{led heretofore, 
and withal a re-conforming of 
him to the image of God. You 
ihallhave his own termes, 


md) pad 
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Asfor the Impotency of the Hu- 
mane Will, and the cauſe thereof, 
that Notion of it I have offer'd in 
the Treatiſe, 1s the very ſame with 
what Max. Tyrius doth alledge as 
his. 

——0 uu yag Ft] MIDI cat Ct, 
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An Advertiſement 


And what I faid of Grace, or of 
Divine Affiſtance, how abſolutely ? 
neceilary tis, that we may do 
co0d, is but what the Author Jaft 
mcntiond, doth alfo ſay. 
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Paliionpor ev peel Thi «nexs CgeTNG, MESS 
Thy *©g93xTlWw voy luciey Ko JwgptT uot S8- 
Th” Euveyarss FT o, EvaritlogO Tis 
tr FATEE Ta xgeir1o poThs % yecay® 


yias 


I had almoſt forgotten one pal- 
ſage in Plato, about a Future Judgs 
ment, which added unto that of 
Plutarch. I have citcd in the fol= 
lowing I rcatiſe , will render the 
belict of that Article moſt Ratios 
nal. And 1t 1s ſo full and clcar a 
tc{timony of 1t, and fo particular, 
that that account thereof in Aat- 
thew, hath not, in reſpect of its di- 
ſtir;Ctncſ; ſo great advantage of it, 
«5 in r{-{pcct of 1ts authority It has. 
+ ormy part] amaſtoniſht ar 1t;"I 1s 
111; Giſcourſe Be Rep. 

Thercin, he introduces E RUS, 


- 


tie Pampiilian, S mn of onc Armer- 


Hills 


fo the Reader. 


nius; a ÞPcrion flainin Battle, and 
fabled to have rifcn again, the 
twelfth day aftcr, as they were 
laying him upon the(Funeral ile, 
H:m he introcuces reporting to the 
Inhabitants of the preſcnt \Wortd , 

the Obſcrvations he had made in 
the others which he was comman- 
ded to recount, at his return to 
this, and hc brings him in ſpeaking 
thus. 
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In fine the Method TI have taken 
in cyincing the Benignity of God, 
trom the inſtances thereot, that are 
In things, 1s the very ſame that $9- 
erales, 
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An Advertiſement 


Plat. dele- cxates, Plato, Cicero, ( Authors 
f1intpi- Worthy to beread in all Langua- 
nom. ges _ and others of the Antients 
Xenopb. de t1ſeq to eſtabliſh Providence. Gaz 


fat (g dif, 


Socrat. lib, lens laudatory Hymn in honour of 
J. the Great Creatour, 1s admirable, 


— and verily the ableſt Chriſtians 


lib, 2, that have gone the fame way as 
La&antins did of old, and as Leſ- 
ſs, Horne, and fome others do 
of late, have not got a foot beyond 


them. It was therefore I but hint- - 


ed things on that head, bccauſe I 
would oblige my Reader to con- 
ſult with theſe. 

I had many other things to add, 
but I fear, I have already furteited 
the Reader, And I know 1t 1s not 
fit the Gates ſhould be too wide z 
oncely I will tell him, I have of- 
tcr'd more Reaſons, why the Great 
God dctcrs the puniſkment of the 
wicked, and bears with them ſo 


long, becauſe my ſubje& did not. 


fairly lead me toitz I conſidering 
that Patience, Long-ſuftering, and 
forbearance of Almighty God, as 

a 


nd 
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to the Reader. 


a great cyample and inſtance of his 
Goodneſs, and no objection againſt 
it. And fo did the Apoſtle,whoputs 
them together. Or deſpiſeſt thou the 
riches of his Goodneſs, and Forbear- 
ance,and Long ſuffering, not knowing 
that the Goodneſs of God leadeth thee 
to Repentance. 

But thoſe who will not be con- 
tent with this account thereof,may 
be pleaſed to converſe a while with 
Plutarch, who having undertaken 
ina Treatiſe made on purpole, to 
ſolve this common appearance,hath 
quit himſelf as excellently in it,as he 
doth in all things elſe he under- 
takes. He ſhews it is, that God 


might be an Example ofthe Good- 


neſs he would have us 1antate ; that 
the wicked might have time to re- 
pent ; that though he doth defer 
their puniſhment, he doth not par- 
don 'm? *Tisthat the Wicked may 
be inſcruments to puniſh others, 
and for many other Reaſons, which 
he mentions there. 

And now Tle ctlt my {ef upon 
the 


— — — — — 


. reign , 


An 4: vertiſement, &C, 


AFpul Fl>- the Readers 1 Ingenuity and candor, 
rid. lib. 
when I have once confetled freely 


to him, that I have nothing elte to 
ofter in exculc for this unuſual tret- 
paſs on his patience, but that ot 
Apuleius. — Nec quidquam Omni - 
141 F quod polſu t in primordio jut 
perfici « ſed in omnibus ferme ante 
eft ſpez rudimentum quan ret expert- 
mentunmn. | | 


Corrigcnda. 
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CHAP. TI. 


Goodneſs an E ential Notion of God. 

7 The Definition of it. Divine Perſec- 
| (tion or Allſa) iency what. That it 
. is the fundamental Reaſon of Divine 
F Goodneſs, An impreſſion of it on the 
Creature.' Divine Goodneſs demon- 
firated out of Metaphyſics , and out 
of Nature, by Init ances and Harmony. 


SETECT.2 


UE owns of the great 


and a_knowtedg4 an pier of tis; S. 
thar the veBy. 'Heathen knew him, and 
ador'd him by it : Their Jupiter Was 
Optimns as well as Aaximns, Any it 
C 15 
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Divine Goodnels 
1s a Notion fo inherent unto that of 
God. and ſo infeparable from it, that 
vou dettroy the Godhcad, it you but 
abſtract Goodneſs; not to make him 
Good, is to make him no God. It 1s 
rhe Devil is the evil one God is the 
Good. | Heis Good, and doth Good. 
1his Optimity or tranſcendent Good- 
ncſs of the great God, is nothing but 
that infinite Perfettion , whereby he 
eminently? in him elf ins volueth all Good, 
and conſequently , whereby ( ſeeing all 
denſiable, amiable, excellent, and love- 
ly things are centr red, and comprebend- 
ed in him) he is moſs lovely, all lovely, 
and all deffreable. tle 1sthe univerſal 
Good , in whom the untverſal love, 
and umverſal dcfire, the detires of all 
things, and the loves of all, do all 
roncentrate. And ( faith Ariſtotle ) 
whar all doth defire, 1s ſpmply good 3 
{9 none1s g£00d but G od. He is unj- 
wvOrfally ; others but particularly good. 
Þ his 1s Ariſtotle -Þ a tyadhoy 
_ Wo KarGs enigluaylo, T&y41%;y, s T%y* 
TA EPIET Mo 
— 4) Te v.fi7ap , alceTHTEE9Y & ts 
Now it is the infinite Pcrfed;0r Or 
11 ffeiency of God, in rApert —_—_ 
the 
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Explicated and Alſerted. 


the celebrated Ariſtotle calls him av- 
Tegiicaly, and which 1s ſignified in the 
Holy Scriptures by the name El 
Shaddat, a name by whic; he 1s re- 
markable. not only to the Jewes, but 
allo to the Greeks and Latines, for as 
much as 7? (© from which his Title 
Shaddat probably deriveth _) doth 
ſccm to be the Origen of the Genitive 
&i3;, of the Dative ay, and of the Ac- 
culative ate, from the Nominative Zes, 
and not unlikely the Latine Dexs, and 
the phraſe ſab Dio ( as a learned Critic 
wittily conjecures ) cometh from It. 
I ſay this abſolute Perfection | or 7xfi- 
nite concurrency of all things excellent, 
and Good, and lovely in God, whereby 
he being abſolutely perfeF# and accompl:« 
ſhed in all kindes,as ſtanciing on the Top 
of all, doth defeF and want in nothing, 
which is good in any; | It is the ground 
of his Optimity, or Un:verſal Conveni- 
ence, and Deſireableneſs. k or he toere- 
fore is molt agreeable and good ro 
all, and conſequently molt Dcſireab'e, 
becauſe he 3s All; he is the xayrangeps, 
that Univerſal 5 Firſt, Orieanal, . az: 
Fountain-Fulneſs, that replenitheth the 
whole Creation, which without him. 

C 2 would 
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Divine Goodneſs 
would be all but empty Cask, and 


meer vacuity, All the Creatures, 
their Springs arein God, they are but 

Cifterns vilth him, and without him, 
+. cr Caskes. God 1s Farnhigeue , the 
the Plexitude of all things, and 1t 1s 
his Pleritude that botomneth his Good- 
8/s. So OT CIS 
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And, God, he hath enough for him- 
{elf, and all things clie, My Grace is 


fuji ic ient for thee. 


There 1s an evident impreſſion on the 
world, of this Alluthcicncy and 'Avrag- 
xa of Cod : 3 the World 1s an Vn7verſe, 
there arc in It all imaginable Sorts 
of Being and all imaginablc Furniture, 
Proviſions , and Accomodations for 
them 3 Porus Mmarrics Pexza ;, there are 
Remedies for all Diltcrpers ; agree- 
able ſupplies tor all Occafions and 
Neceſlitie: z there is nothing wanting, 


FidePlutsy NO More than 1s Redundant in Nature, 


de Placit. The Earth 25 tt. e Lords, and the fulneſs 
| Philajh. / 
1-L 


| tac ftulncls | thereof. I hilo.vphers 


call the World. Te ia, Vairer/un, 
dECT, 
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SECT. 23 


Now, having ſhewed what Optimi- 
ty, Or Tranſcendent goodneſs 1s, where- 
in it formally conf) ſts, as well as what 
Foundation , and what g ground 1t has 3 
1tnow remaineth, that I do evince jt 
competent to God . which 1 ſhall E liay 
to do, ( but very brictly ) both from 
the Metaphyſ tes, and from Natare it 
ſelf; 

And there arc many Topics in the 
Metaphyſics , which do evidently ar- 
gue and cvince him /o Go id ; I (hall 
In(iſt on one, That as there is a firſt 
Being, ſo there is a firſe Good ;, there 
Is a Firſt in every Kind, a Firſt 72 ge- 
mere bonorum, as there 1s 377 genere On- 
tinm ; tor as much as evcry thing 1s El- 
ther Firſt, or from it. And if there be a 
Primitive and Firſt Good, which all 
infertour ones dcrive from, and do 
participate ( as, if there be a Firlt, 
they muſt ) It is the Firit Being, and 
conſequently it 1s God, which 7s it. 
Good and Being are convertible : ; and 
thercfore the Firſt Being 1s the Firſt 
Good, Cod is the Firit Being. All 
Second Beings are derived from the 


Firſt 
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Divine Goodneſs 
Firſt Being : All Second and inferiour 
Good participates the Firſt Good. 

And for Phyſics, The Divine Op- 
timity or Tranſcendent Goodneſs 1s 
lo remarkably impreſſed on the whole 
Univerſe, that Moſes that excellent 
Origeniſt, introducing God reveiwing 
itin its Creation, doth alſo introduce 
him thus commending it ; God ſaw eve- 
ry thing that he had made, and behold 
| behold ] it. was very good, It was 
good, very good, If NY; and God 
law it- It was very good in Gods cye, 
and therefore may be well ſo in Mans ; 
and very Good it is, 

For there is Nothing in tbe whole 
world, but is good for ſomething, 1t it 
be not ſo for one thing, it 1sſo tor ano- 
ther ; and is either Good to profit, 
or to pleaſe; a Verity ſo great, that 
in the Metaphyſics Bonity and Entity 
arc made convertible ; | that cannot 
be at all, that is not good. | Onely, 
all inferiour is Diſperſed good, and L1- 
mited ; ſo that what is eminently good 
in one kind, 1s very rarely fo inano- 
ther; that is ſeldome molt uſcful, and 
of moſt advantage for either Medt- 
-1ne or Mcat, which is moſt embelliſht 
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and adorn'd. The creeping Worms, 
many of them, are more curioully ſer 
oft, and clad more richly , than the 
nobleſt Animals. Solomon in all his 
Glory , was not half as brave, an as 
magnificent, as a T#lip; and yet a Ti- 
lip, that is the moſt beautiful and the 
molt fair, it is thc leaſt uſetul, nd Icaſt 
medicinal of Flowers. What 1s moſt 
gaudy, 1s not moſt great, God hath 
tempered the body together, giving more 
abundant honour to that which lacked 
it. Ihe Goodnels ſhining in the world. 
1s 4 7/;ſe one, a well ordered Goodnels. 
But to return, it were endleſs to 
cxpatiate all the world over, and to 
inſtance in the Excellencics fcattcred 
init, there is anadmirable Majcſty in 
Man, andin the Heaversa magnifi- 
cence and grandeur, which ſurprizetn 
all that view them. How iatinitcly 
pleaſant is the Spring! and in it, how 
gaudy 1s the Farth! and in how deli- 
cate pentadocs 1s it cloathed ! All the 
Seaſons have their proper goodncls; 
the world can't {ublilt without them. 
Therearein them, and as in them, in 
all things elſe, ſo infinite, and 1ſo 
agrecable Yarzetzes, ſuch Miracles of 
C 4 Beauly, 


Divine-Goodneſs 
Beauty, Order, and Proportion to enter- 
tain and feaſt the Atheiſt, that they 
cannot but ccnvince him, 1t he once at- 
tend, that ſceing there 1s fo'much ex- 
cellency and goodneſs in the things 
made, there muſt needs be infinitely 
ore, in him that made them. 


SECT. v. 


Moreover, *tis as ealtc to demon- 


{trate from the world, and from all 
Appearances —_— as 'tis to under- 
take it, that all 3xferiour 1s participa- 
ted good ; that ſeeing all participatt- 
on1s of ſome S&xperionr , there 1s not 
any Good bclow , but what is from 
One above, and doth deſcend 5 and 
that the great God, the Higheſt Being, 
is of necctiity the Beſt 
For thcre are in the world many 
Claſſes, Ranks,and Orders of Beings, and 
very comely diſpeſition of them, Secun- 
dim ſub & ſupra, of one above another, 
but of all in ſuch Relation, that thoſe 
Perfections, which are ſcattercd in the 
.nferiour , arc collected and amaſſed 
n the Superiourz and what are col- 
cited and amailed in the Superiour, 
1c difpers'd and ſcattered in the infe- 
riour 
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riour. So that,as the lower any Being 
is, it, having the fewer perfections, 1s 
the leſs perfect and good; ſo the high- 
er any is, it having more perf«Ctions, 
is the better, and conſequently the 
Higheſt Being is the belt. God 1s the 
Father of Lights from whors every 
good and perfe& gift deſcendeth, All 
aſc:nt upon the ſcale of Being, 1s by 
Addition ;, all deicent, is by Subſtra@i- 
01, and Participation, There 1s par- 
ticipated intelligence in Man ; perti- 
cipated Reaſon in Beaſts ; participated 
Senſe in Vegetables; participated Life 
in Naturals. Nature 1s in Vegetables, 
with vegetative Lite z Nature and ve- 
getative Life, with Senſe in Sexſttives ; 
Nature, vegetative Lite, and Senſe, 
with Reaſon in Ratiozals 5 and no 
higher can we go upon the ſcale, in 
the viſible world, So well contriv- 
cd and Harmenical the world is. Wit- 
nels Cicero. 

Eſt enim admirabilis quedam 
continuatio, ſerieſque rerum, ut alia ex 
alia nexa , & omnes inter ſe apte, col- 


| ligateque videantar. 
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Divine Goodneſs 


CHAP. II. Sect. 7. 


Two conſequent Notrons from that of 


God's Goodneſs, Beneficence, and Fi- 
rality. Divine Beneficence defined , 
and demonſtrated from Divine Boni- 
tr, and Supremacy, andin Providence, 
Teitimonies of Providence from Py- 
thagoras, Socrates, Ariſtotle, Cice- 
TC, &c. What Epicurus and Lucre- 
tius thought of it. 


O much for Divine Goodneſs or 

Optimity, conſider d abſolutely in 
it {cit ; but tor its Of-Spring ; there are 
oticr Attibutcs retulting trom it, two 
of which I ſhall conſider, viz. The 
Infinite Bereficence or Benignity of 
God. and then his abſolute F7nality; 
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— _ 


that he is good to all, as well asin 


himſelf, and is the End of all. 

Divine Beneficence, ( wherein com- 
pichend the Love, and Kindneſs , the 
Fercy, Grace, Benignity, and Bounty of 
God ) 1s that infinite Difſuſiveneſs of 
Nature , whereby he is mojt ready to 
Communicate, and to 11part the Good 


5 in him. ApcrtcCtion 1o Eſſential to 


l 


| 


| 


. 


him ; 
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him, that he could not be a God, be- 
cauſe not Good, without it; it being 
this communicativeneſs, this propenl1- 
ty of Nature to impart, that in the 
common Senſe and Language of the 
whole World, doth eminently entitle 
and denominate one ſo, For He in 
common Language is denominated a 
Good, who is a Liberal, a Loving, a 
Kind, a Mercitul, an Appeaſable, and 
Bountiful Man as alſo in the ſacred 


Scriptures, For a good Man one will e- 


ven dare to die; and for a Good, is for 
a Bountiful, Benign, Merciful, Ingage- 
Ing Man : One that hath obliged him 
by courtefies, and is his Benefactor, 
' for ſuch an one another may dare it. 


And ſuch an One 1s God ; his Name pj4e Arift, 
of Alſuttciency implies it, for C14 ſupra 


Shaddat, or his Name of Alſufhcien- 
cy is compoſed of? which fignities Sut- 
hcience. and of the relative ©, as who 
would ſay, Divine Sufhciency 1s Rela- 
tive: the '7 of God, !s 'W; and it 1s 
imported in that raviſhing expreſſion, 


'] Ay Grace is ſufficient for thee. For 


were not this implyecd init, that what 


ſuthcioncy ſoever 1s in God, is in himl 


| for the Creature, to afliſt and help. it, 
L - what 


TE 
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what conſolation could it miniſter 2 or 
what incouragement 2 T1s onely rela- 
tive Sufticiency that is a conſolation 
or incouragemcnt, an abſolute one is 
none. For God to ſay he has enough, 
but not to give it, were to tantalize. 


_ God's Safficiency i is relative, he 1s 


liberal, and open handed, and he 
cannot roſlibly be otherwiſe, becauſe 
he 1s ſo good. 

For all Good, it 7s communicative 
and Difſuſtve, and by how much more 
good a Being is ( if that inelegarice be 
tolerable ) by ſo much more Diffuſive (as 
Fhloſophers afture us) and more com- 
municative tis : ſothat God in being 
moſt good T' aya9%, the abſolutely 
beſt, 1s alſo moſt Difluſive and Beneti- 
cent. It is a Scriptural connection, 
that God is good and doth good; that is, 
He1s 1n proportion as propenſe to be 
communicative, and imparting as he 1s 
good ; he 1s good and doth good, 

I®121 5s. As is the Man fo is his 
{trength , God is abundant in go0d- 
neſs. | He is the Original , Fountain, 
and Firit Good ; and fo hath all Good 
for others, as well as in himſclt. 

And the world ſhes it, for mo 

ON = 


— a" 
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Porphyric's Tree the higher grades are 
the commoner, and more extenſive too 
they be, and the higheſt are the moſt 
lo; ſo dn the ſcale of Being, the lower 
and inferiour, which are more im- 
mers in matter, are the more deter- 
min'd and contracted, but the higher 
and Supcriour, which arc more 1amer- 
ſed and fpiritual , are more ditjuftve 
and tree. All Continement 1s from 
Earth and Matter, but t 1s form and 
Spirit, that 1s the Root of all mnlargee 
ment and freenets. Minerals a:c abſo- 
lutcly determin'd 3 Vegctables, Icls ; 
Animals, ſpontaneous ; Rationals, ar- 
bitrary. Thus alſo in Mechanic Spz- 
rits, the ſubtiler they are, the more 


ſpreading. And Light of all Corpo- 


real Beings, the molt refin'd and pure, 
$ alſo molt imparting and ditiulve. 
Now God, He 7s an abſolute pure and 


ſpiritual AF, inhabiting in Light as in- 


} acceſſable as glorious, and therefore, 


| 
| 


ſceing he Pretideth on the Top of all 
Being, he cannot but be intinitely Free, 
and to much more, more imparting 
and Communicative than 1s any othcr, 
as he 1s purer and morc high than it. 
For ſayes our Saviour, 1f ze then beizg 
EvN, 


—— 


_— 
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Evil, how how to give good gifts to your 
C5ildren, how much more ſhall your Fa- 
ther which 3s inHeaven,give good things 
to them which ach him. Evil is oppos d |» 
to Heavenly, if ye being Evil. &c. ; 
How much more {hall your Father, 
wiuch is in Heaven, &c, To be carth- 
Iy 1s to be evil, narrow, and 1I11beral. 
But what is pure Heavenly and High, 
Is free and noble. God 1s the molt 
Hieh, and therctore molt communica- 
tive. 

But to give the Atheiſt 1nStances, as, 
vell as other Proofs and Demonltrati- 
ons of Divine Peneficence. It zs Iha-! 

ftrionfly exemplified in his Providence 
which 1s ſo viltble in all the world .' 
that it 1s acknowledged by all Philo- 
ſophers { not to mention Pocts, Or-! 
pheus, &c. ) and particularly, 
Tambl. ds By Pythagorgs of whom Tamblicas. 
vit. Phage VET 3 qurT0 .4y0ays Ade aucy av 
© xen.ph.de 6 scgloTey nelneX PY 51K 0y0 petit TY v 12 5 4 
faBt.et dift, &x2.0v T% TAHOVr, x; So Tis enterydets of 19; w0 
—_— " By Socrates of whom * Xenophon. | * 
interpret. *— Horum itaque omnium, ft qui ſunt| 
Vid.Socral: qui mil a divina providentia patent, ſed 
Tlie In amoſiroarbitrio onnia pendſtre, hos 1nia- 


Cicer-Tuſe. njre aſſerebat, 
Queſt. 1, le 


= 


PR 
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: By Ariſtotle, ( but ſomewhat an 
| tainly Jofwhom Diogenes Laertins. 5; 1 
d! a TI 3 ty cocpeley drips Rad: 
"A , z 5 [1A4Twy , read 8) Xv7S) F Tezruiey a= 
r,| 7 EI $e2Vicey, % Give _ uy TOY vTEY” To 5 
%y 6Hyer, x71 F Tess Taurd Up Fx Fed otralo- 
"7 Rs SIE Be=! 
| And Felleixs in Cicero. cn tous 
h — Ariſtotelcs quog;, in tcrtio de phi- Deor tib.s, 
loſophia libro, multa turbat, «4 11zgiftro 
*"' Platone no difſentiens : modo enin 

menti tribuit omnem divinitaters mo- 
1. domundum ipſunt Deum dicit efſ- : modo 
op quendam alium preficit mundo * eiqi 


[ . X . 

| easpartes tribuit, ut replicatione mund;z 
I 
4 | quadam motum regat, atque tueatur,@*c. 

>| By Czeero 
7 PRs AT IT OR.” ak 
— Hzc igitur, & alia inmmerabilia,. - .. 

cum cernimus, poſſurnſue dubitare , vueft. i.r. 
= his pratit aliquis vel effeFor , 

"ec nata ſunt, ut Flatont videtar - vel 
ſt ſemper fuerint , ut Ariitoteli placet, 


” | moderator tant? operis @ wmuneris 
£ fic mentem hominis, quamvis eant 1072 

wvideas, #t Deum non vides ;, tamen, ut ; 
y | IDcum agnoſcis EX OPErtDus EJus, fie ex 1 


memoria rerum © inventione, & cele- 
ritate motus , omnique pulchritudine 
virtitis.vim divinam inertis agnoſcitet 


Apain 
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| weede nat Again, 
| Duid vero tantarerutt conſentiens, 
| conſprrans, contintata cognatio © quent 
20m coget ea, que a me dicnmur compro- 
bare. 
hid, Dico igitur providentia deorum mimn- 

dum, & omnes mmndij partes & initio 
conſtitutas eſſe, & omni tempore adni- 
miſtrari: &c. 

—_ wn By Seneca. 

uns: Dndſulli a me, Lucili, quid ita 
| providentia mundus ageremr, multa 
bonis viris acciderent mala. Hoc coms- | 
modins in contextu operis redderetur . 
cam pracile univerits providentiam | 
probaremus,O intereſſe nobis Deum,E*c. 

-—natural. Again, 

Queſt. l,1, — Quid eft Deus ? Mens univerſe. 
@uideſt Dens £ Gnod vides totum, & 
quod non vides totum. Sic denn mag- 
nitudo ſuailti redditur, qua nihil pgajns 
eXcogitari poteſt. Si ſolus cſi 01114, opus 

extra &* 7ntratenct, Ec. 
TS Again, 

— Nec hac intra vilguue dementra 

eſt, ſed fapientiam quoquie proſeſſos COn- 
tigit. Sunt qui putent, ſtbi ipjts ani- 
mun eſſe, & quidem providum ac diſ- 
penſanten ſingula, &: ſua, & alicia, hoc 

ant, 4 
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autem univerſum,in quo 10s quoque 
Jumux,expers eſſe conſlit, & ant fer- 
ri temeritate quadam , ant natura 
neſcient e quid faciat. 
Arrian. 


Ag ixdos of nbope you ory pzd1ey Þ 1 ovid, ay, 
CHy LY KOpId TA F TeSvoudys CC, = 


By Hierocles. Hier. in 
Carm. Py« 


—_— 4; 9 PF btacw Syn Ieoar eEiay F thag. 
7 uw Ae op MOITPAN, ngTnedu liv This 
Tegroies TY ©cv, x) Ths K0TjIxig euladiasy 
) TH. olrBgor ions TESUgES fov6 & (un yoe 
En Oz7 Teavort, £k aveN THE15 oy K6Tjup, 
x} Eqaeto 4s luv "ep Emails: 


By C hryſippas in Plutarch, who Plutarch. 
makes 1t of a large extent. ” Sforce 
ontY ar. 
— Horum neq, minimum, neque Fano Cat- 
maximum, preter Jovis rationent _— in- 
EO legem, CO juſtztian, ac * providen- _ 
tian eſſe Chry lippus putat, 
By Plato and Plutaych in innu- 
merable places. 
By Apuleins. 7 Apul. de 
— Uundus eſt ornata ordinatio,Dei mundy, 
runere; Deornm rea cultodia,efnc. 
Again, . 
-- ReWat, quod caput eſt ſermonis 
D 


hijus 


Bid, 


id, 
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bujas, ut ſuper mundi reCtore ver- 
ba faciammins. Indigens quippe vide- 
bitur oratio de Mundo diſputantibas, 
wt etſt minus curieſe, at quomodo poſ- 
ſamus, difſeramms. De rectore quip- 
pe onninm non, ut ait ille, filere me- 
lins eſt 5 ſed vet parum dicere, Ve- 
tus opinio clt, atq; cogitationes 
ommnum hominum penitus inſedit, 
Deum eſſertie originis haberi au- 
Forem, Denmgz; ipſum ſalutem eſſe, 
&* perſeverantiam earum quas effe» ' 
cerit, rerun. Neg; ulla res eſt tam 
preſtantibus wviribus que wviduata 
Dez auxilio, ſui natura contenta ſit. 
Hanc optnionen Vates ſecuti, profi- 
teri auf ſunt, omnia Jove plena ette; 
cujus praſentiam non jam cogitatio 
ſola, ſed oculi &- anres, & ſenſubilis 
ſuoſtantia comprehendit, &c. 
Again, 

— Poſtrem quod eft in triremi gu- 
bernator, i carry rector, pracen- 
tor 72 choris, Lex in arbe, dux in 
exercitu 3 hoc eſt in Mundo Deus : 


7ift quod, KC, 


Again, 


Explicated and Aﬀerted. 
Again. 

—— Unde ſuſceptam providentian 
Dii ſecundeg providentie ita gravi- 
ter retinent ut omma etiam que 
celitus mortalibus exhibentwr, im- 
mmtabilem ordinationis paternz 
ſtatum 'teneant, Demones . vero , 
quos Genios & Lareis poſſmmns nun- 
cupare , miniſtros Deorum arbitra- 
tur, cuſtodeſq; hominnum' & inter- 
pretssft quid a Diis velint. Nec ſa- 
ne oma referenda ad vim Fati pu- 
tat © ſed eſſe atiquid in nobis, & in 
Fortuna nounihil, &: Fortune qui- 
dem improvidos caſus ignorari 4 
obis fatetur, &*c. 

In ſum by all others, who ac- 
knowledg'd a Divinity (but in a 
very different way) excepting On- 
ly FP16urns, 

| Of whom vellfus in Cicero. 

— nod ſi itaeſt, vere expoſitailla 
ſententia eſt ab Epicuro, & V0 D 
etermum beatumque ſit, id nec ha- 
vere ipſum negotii quidqnam nec ex- 
hiber@ alteri. Ttaq;, neq; ira, neqz 
eratia teneri, quod, que talia eſſent, 
| 2 21be= 


"9 


Apul. de 
dogm , Pla+ 
tonts, 


Cic. de nat, 
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imbecilla efſent omnia. 81 nihil a- 
lind quereremus , niſt ut deos pie 
coleremus, & ut ſuperſtitione libe- 
raremur, ſatis erat dictum, nam O- 
preſtans deorum natura hominant 
pietate coleretur cum E* aterna efſet 
& beatiſſima. HABET enint 
venerationem jultam quidquid ex- 
cellit : & metus omnis avi, atq; 
ire deorum pulſus efſet. Tntelligi- 
tur enim a beat immortalique nat - 
ra Eiram & gratiam ſegregari : 
quibus remotis, nullos a ſuperis im- 
pendere metus, Oc. | 
and a few forlorn Ones that fol- 
low him; among which Lucretius 
that notorious Athieſt, who mak- 
eth Providence a Fiction, and a 
meer effect of Fear and Superſtiti- 
on, 15 the Leader or Chiet. 
D©uippe ita formido mortaleis conti- 
net Ones . 
Quod multa in terris fieri celoque 
_ tuentar : 
Quorum operum caiſas nulla ratione 
videre. 
Poſſunt,ar fieri divino numine rentur 
SE & md 
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SECT. 7 


Providence deſcrib'd , and ſpecifi d. 
(t.) Tis General, Particular, 
Special, moſt Special. The great 
evincement of it. that all things 
are order'd for the beſt (1.) In 
the Natural World! This ſhew'd 
by many Inſtances in Nature. 


Now Providence it ſelf, where- ma 
of the Stozcks were ſo great Afler- "ge 
tors, that it 1s called by Velleizs. 
Stoicorum mejyoe, 18 Nothing but the Apul. de 
Fatherly and prudent care of God, ——_— 
in ordering of the Univerſe. To ſupra. 
comprehend which, whocver hath — .o_ 
a Family of his own, or knowes 
what 1t 1s to have one, and' what 
to Govern it, he necd but to con- 

[1der that the World is God's. The 
World is a great Houſe, and God is 
Mafter in it.He is that greatFather, p,,., 
of whom all theF amily inHeaven and Sympoſiac, 
Earth js named;zand his Providence, ** 3 4««ft, 
is but his ordering and diſpoling, his 

D 3 Logk-, 
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Looking (as we call it) to his Fa- 
mily, and his caring and providing 
for it. Providence 1s Tez!0, 

And this his Providence, as 1t 1s 


FroudG-1- general and comprehenſive, extend- 


Ghryſip in 
Plut arch. 
Apul de 


munds. 


Senec, nat. 


guiſt, vid, 
ormnes ub1 
ſupra. 


Cider. de 
nat deor. 
(tb, 5, 


ing over all the kinds, ſo it allo 1s 


particular, and reacheth every in- 


dividual, and numerical thing in 
every kind; for, as he preſerveth 
Man and Beaſt in general , fo a 
Sparow In particular , falleth not 
without our heavenly Father. And 
indecd it is no more bexeath the 
divine Majeſty, to provide and 
carc for all, than 1t was to form 
all, and make them. Czcero1s plain 
'tis fo in Men, 

— Bug ſt ſingula vos forte non mo- 
vent ,aniverſa certe inter ſe connexa, 
atq; conjund a movcre debebunt. Nec 
vero unvwerſo generi hominum ſolu, 


ſed eliam {ingulis a din immortali- 


bx; conſuli, & provideri ſolet, Ee. 
But 1t 1s more diſtinguiſhing and 


ſpenial over Mankind , than over 


othcrs, and toeminently fo, that in 
compariſon thercof, whatcver pro- 
vidence 
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vidence he hath for other Speczes. 
(that are lower ) is eſteemed none. 
Doth God take care for Oxen? yes, 
| but not comparatively; God cmi- 
nently cares for men. Hear Ciccrs, —_—— 
Nam cunt Ceteras animantes giz, tb 1, 
abjeciſſet ad paſtunr, tolum hominem 
erexit., ad celiq; quaſi COgnationss 
domiciliiq;priſtini conſpeF um exci- 
tavit 5 &c. 
But it 1s oſt diStinguiſhing and 
| ſpecial over pious and religious Men, 
or thoſe that fear him, He 3s the 
Saviour of all Men, but cſpccially, 
of thoſe that believe; and there 1s 
Reaſon tur it, For Fious and Re- 
I:gious, are Divine Men ; they are 
the very Habitations, Houſes, and 
Temples of the great God, and fo 
it isXhgſpecial intcreſr to look to 
theſe. The Hairs of their Head ar 
zxmbred. So the Apolile, 
-—Te are the Temples of the Holy 
Gho#?. | 
— Partakers of ihe Divine Nature. 
And lo Crcero. | 
—- nod ater ex hevimm c- — a 
i Wk... ; g109 lib 2 
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ere conſecratos, ſicut Herculem, 
C ceteros, coli lex jubet , indicat 
omnium quidem animos immorta- 
tales eſſe : ſedfortium bonorumque 
divinos. Bene vero, quod Mens, Pi- 
etas, Virtus, Fides, conſecratur ma- 
71 © quarum omninn Rome dedica- 
ta publice templa ſunt , ut 1a quz 
babeant C habent autem omnes bo- 
nt) deos ipſos nanmis furs collo- 
CatOsS putent. Cc, 

NEAMO wgitur Ti 1mMAQGHHS 


ſrne aliquo afft at d1vinoD 17G 4141 


fait, Ec. 


I intend not to expatiate now on 
this ſubject, but only to illuſtrate 
in it, the Goodneſs, and Bencti- 
cence of God - which, I ſuppoſe, I 
ſhall have done efftectually, when 
{ have proved, that all z57ze5 72 
the world ; Ce contrived and or- 
der'd for the leſt; and all admini- 
All 1s 
tor the belt, both in the Natural) 
and Moral World. 

And verily, it were as calic to 
cvInce atlarge ( if Ihad leajure ) 
[at 


: 
: 
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that all things in the Natural World 
are order'd and contrived for the 
beſt, as to Eſlay to do it; In the 
Magnetiſme of the Earth; the 4t- 
m0ſphere that fringes it : the 96l:- 
quity of the Zodiac, and the moti- 
ons of the $#x and Moon reſpec 
Ctively therein. The Alternations 
of the Seaſons, of Day and Night, 
of Summer and Winter, The hap- 
py coaptation of the Sea and Land 
Into one Globe and Center. © The 
n—_—_ of the Sea; its perpetual 
vation, Flux and Reflux. The 
Elevation and Depreſtion of the 
Earth in Hills and Valleys, The 
Irrigation of it with Rivers. Rai 
trem Heaven. The freſhneſs of the 
Rain, as well as of Rivers. 7he 
Elaſticity of the Air, orits fpringt- 
neſs: 1ts ventilation by Winds ; the 
purgation of it by Storms, Lights 
nings, and Thunders. The commo- 
dities of Navigation. The acdmira« 
ble circumltance of Providence, to 
render a Torrid Zone ( beyond the 
Apprchcnſton of the vld T_— 
PACI> 


Kn cher. 
Magnet d.1 


par. 2 


I inmnin. 


exft ut 


Vid. Cicer. 


de nat. 


deor. lib. 2. 
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phers, and School men ) habita- 
ble. The Breezes and Meonſoons. 
The Diſtribution of the Gitts of 
Nature, ſome to one Country , | 
iome to another, but of all to 
none. 

And it where infinite to inſtance 
in the particulars ( whereon ſome 
able perſons have very learnedly 
diſcourſed ) of the Fabrick and 
Anatomy of Plants and Animals ; 
the Beauty of the former ; the 7»- 
Stands of the latter 3 the Propa- 
2ation of the kinds in both; the 
Snbordination and Uſctulneſs of 
all; and inthe plentiful Proviſtor 
which is made for all ; wherein 
the Order of the Houſe 1s admi- 
rable. 

There 3s an inſmite increaſe of 
little Fiſhes, on which the greater 
were toprey; and zz the Iſland of 
Fierro, a Tree 1s ever dropping, 
which ſupplies the whole with 
water. There are extraordinary 
dews in Egypt, where is no Rain ; 
and 7x Peru, where alſo is none, a 
Wind 
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i _=_ that fans and moiſtens. The 


PY 


) 


patring of Agypt with the Nile, 
ſis miraculous. The flying Fiſhes 


Iperſecuted in the ſea by theDolphins, 


Boneta's, Albicares, and Sharkes, 


Jind ſo compell'd touſe the ir finny 


wings, and take the Air to avoid 
them, afford a meal to hunger- 
bitten Birds, that look for them. 
And which 1s admirable and ſur- 
prizing, the young Ravens, where 
abandon'd and relinquiſht by their 
01d ones cry, and crying gape, and 


' [gaping receive the f/zes that [kitling 


up and down the Air, (as if im- 
puls'd to do ſo) dirctt their courſe 
Into thetr mouths ; and ſo they are 
ted. Thus - the Royal Pſalmiſt, 

He giveth to the Beaſts their food, 

and to the young Ravens which cry, 
[| which cry | the Ravens cry, and 
then, and thus he hears them. Diſ- 
ſection proves 1t true; their YVer- 
tricles are full of Flies : the Ravens 
cry, and God hcars, we muſt al- 
wayes alk, and ſometimes cry, if 


We W ill hav C. 
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SECT. 3s 


2. In the Moral World,proved in the 
L aw and Order of the Houſe. An 
Objedion about the exiſtence of 
Ewil anticipated, Penal and Af- 
fliFive Evils for mans Good. How 
things are beſt for the Beaſts. 
Evils as Entities, neceſſary for 
the plenitude of the World: as 
AſfiiTive for Gods Glory ;, and 
as Panal for Mans good. Things 
ought to be as they are. An 0b- 

jeition from the Apparent ill ad- 
21iniſtr.tion of things | Good ts 
the Fvil, Evil to the Geod | pro- 
poſed, 


But in his Adiniſirition of the 
Government of the Mori! World, 
*forſo I call that of Mankind, in 
diftinction to the Natural, ) his 
Providence and Coodncls, are as 
yitible as great 5 3 that all things in 
H are deſigned tor the be(?, and wl- 
timately iſſue in it : I. __— 

| ls 


SD 


Explicated and Aſſerted, 
his Houſe, iri all things, as a wiſc 
and prudent Maſter, by aftigning 


to his Children and bis Servants , 
I their reſpeFive eluties ( in it ) 
| which are for the Good of all in ge- 
neral, and each of them in parti- 


cular, as well as for his own Glory ; 
and by obliging them unto them 
with Rewards, and Puniſhments. 
Thus he Diſciplines and Governes 
them. Government is for the 
Good of Man, and all Govern. 
ment is from God: He. holds the 
reins of all himfelf, and he prez 
(cribes the Rules and Lawes of it. 

I alk the Atheiſt,zf it would nvt be 
a Golden and moſt happy Age,whercin 
all men loved others as intirely and 
lincerly as they do themſelvs:where- 
in together with their own con= 
cerrments, and intereſts all equal= 
ly reminded thoſe of others; wherea 
in they univerſally abſtaining 
from all injuſtice and wrong, each 
aſfiſted other to the utmolt; and 
wherein they lived and convericd 
cach with other devoid of Envy. 
Majice; 
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Divine Goodneſs 

Malice, Covetouſneſs, Pride, Con 

tention, &c. And ithe anſwer mq » 
it would ; I tell him this 1s the OrJnv 
der of the Houſe, that Law of Naſt» 
ture, (which is nothing elſe, bul gc 
what the Pradical and common vi 
Reaſon of man doth diate to by lit 
doxe) that God hath ſanction uy na 
the world, to which he hath oblig:] pc 
ed all his Servants to conform 9 
thus he will have them do, and /c 
thus be; and that they may, hqai 
hath adapted wears ( the belt ima 43 
ginable ) to ingage and move] ax 
them to it : He diſciplines and acty] ra 
them with Rewards and Puniſt| - 
z:ents: He promiſeth them Good, iff 14 
they obey, and threatens then li; 
with Evil, if they do not. So the ea 


Apoltle, hi 
— Do by Nature the things contain? in 
ed in the Law. ti 
— Having not the Law, area Law 
unto themſelves. pe 
— Work of tbe Law written in| 03 
their hearts, Ec. e 


— Their thoughts accuſing, or exz| <1 
cuſung one anotler. And 


n 
ne 


Explicated and Aſſertcd. 


Ando Cicero. 

w— Nec, ſe regnante Tarquinio 
nulla erat Kowg ſcripta Lex. de 
tupris, iccirco non contra 1llam le= 
gem ſempiter/2a2 Sex, Tarquinius 
vim Lucretiz 1 ricipitint file attu=z 


1{/7.Erat cnimrotio profecta a rerum 


natura, & ad rc&te faciendum 1m- 


4 pcllens, % a dc!icto avocans: gue 
q #0#7 tia deniqz mncipit lex efje, cum 
Jeripta eſt, ſed tim cum orta eſt, orta 
1 autem fimul ct cum mente divina, 


quan ob rem lex vera atqz princeps, 


| apta ad jubendunr, & ad vetandine, 


ratio eft rectſurmmi Jovrs, Kc. 

— Ergo eſt lex Juſtorum, injuſto= 
ramgz diltinctio, ad illamantiquiſ= 
limam, &* reram omninm principent 
expreſ/a naturam, ad quam leges 
hominum diriguntur, que ſupplicio 
improbos afficinni , defendunt,C& 
tuentur bouos, Ec. 

— Sit igitur hoc jam a principio 
perſuaſunm civibus , dominos eſſe 
onmninm rerum ac moderatores deos. 
eaqz que gerantur, eorum geri judiz 
cio, ac nnmine,coſdemq; optime de 
genere 


JT 
Cic. de leg. 
lib, 2. 
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Divine Goodneſs 
gcnere hominum weerer?, & quali! 
gniſq; fit, quid agat , quid in (« 
admittat , qua mente, qua pietat 
religiones colat, intueri, plorumq 


& 1mplorum habere rationem 7 h 
enim rebus tmbute mentes , hau 
ſane abhorrebunt ab ntili, &* a vera 
ſententia 5 Ec, 

There muſt be Paral and Aﬀ:- 
Give Evils that there ma y be Put 
rſhments, as well as there are 
Goods : agreeable obliging things 
for Compenſations and Rewards ; 
It being very often. very good for 
the Child, though he'think not fo, 
that his Father take the Rod in 
hand ; Crofles, Lofles, Pains. an 
linifter incounters are but Rods 
in God's. Now the mcans arc 
good if the end beſo. Finis dat 
edits amabilitatem.bonitatem,&Cc. 
It is good for Man, there are af. 
i:ictive, panal Evils : His Vices 
are Diſtempers, and theſe arc A7e- 
Gicines to Cure them, and Wars 


tiemiclves —-- Puniſhments ro 


Nations, as Diſeaſes are to lingle 
Perſons. 


| 
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Explicated and Aſſerted. 


perſons. No Government without 
Rewards and Puniſhments, no Re- 
wards and Puniſhments without 
(ood and Evil; 

And if it be beſt for Man it is fo 
tor the Beaſts, and other Animals, 
and other inferiour Beings ; Man 
is the Exdan] Lord of thefe, and 
rherctore | theſe not having any 
intereſt of their own diſtinct, from 
his, becauſe they are but his, and 
not their own ] That 1s belt for 
them, which is ſo for him.. The 
Acceſſory followes. the Principal. 
Now Man, he hath an 1nterelt in 
theſe and ſo is punithable in them 3 
and is affliftable by theſe, and fo 
1s puniſhable by them. Where- 
fore, the Good and Evil, that 1s 
in them, the poyſon and malignity 
in Minerals and Plants ; the venom, 
enmity, and violence, the fury and 
rapacity in many Animals, as well as 


the commodity and nfefulnets of 


others; Tempeſts in the Air 3 Con- 
vulſions in the Earth; the! Fiery 
Eruptions of #tna and Veſuvins, 

and 
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Divine Goodneſs 

and other fuch enormous, and 1r- 
regular emotions of the Elements, 
as well as regular and orderly, are 
not in them for themſelves , but all 
for Man,Man 1s their end ,as God is 
Mans. Let not the Atheiſt com- 
plain. Gol is very Good and Li- 
beral to Man, who has ſo bount1 : 
fully given all ( theſe }) things to 
him. Yea, and heis good to the 
Beaſts alſo, in that he hath oblidgz 
cd man to be ſo tothem. 

But to be more diſtinct. It we 
reflect on all the things, are cal- 
led Evils, and confider them as 
things, and abſolutely in them- 
ſelves, ſo they have a good of Entity 
or Being, and are neceſ{lary tothe 
Univerſc, thatit may be Unzforze 
full, and perfect. Tz the day of 
Proſperity be joyful, but in the day 
of adverſity conſider : God alſo hath 


ſet the one over againſt the other, to 


the end, that Man ſhould find no- 
#9ing after him. Ti FDY? T1 The 
S-ptuagint Kai ys T&70 ovpporas mary; 
theLatine Interpreter, Et quiderz 


iſtud 


_ (ap) $5 | 6s) _— Y., 1%, 
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iſtud congruum huic. Sym. Kei yae 
TeT0 EvAAty or AY none 6 3885, God 
hath ſet gond over againit Evil. 
and Evil over againſt Good, lo to 
anſwer one another, that Man 
coming after him, in review and 
obſervation of his workes might 
not find any thing wanting, or to 
be added. All is full and uniform 
and anſwering * So Seneca, 

— Semper effe felicem, E* ſine 
morſn animi wvelle tranſire vitam, 
1onorare e{t rerum zatare alteran 
Partem, Ec. 

So Apuleins. 


— Gramaticorum artes vide que ſo 


gitar ex diverſts colle&e [int literis, 
ex quibus alie ſunt inſone, ſemiſo- 
nantes alie, pars ſonantes, he ta- 
men muluis ſe auxilits adjuyantes 
Jyllabas pariunt , & de jyllabis vo- 
ces, Hoc Heraclitus, KC. 
So Porphyrie. 
—— TS X, Wnes: x Ht TsTo | 
aAiyTod@&- n ceporic x 70>eves 1% 3s ane li- 
Wyy GC. 
And if we conſider them as dolo- 
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rens and afftiGive, fo alſo they are 
neceſſary in reſpett of God, that he 
may have ariſe of ſhewing his Bene- 
hcence and Goodneſs, 1n its full 
extent : For, it there wereno evils 
im the world, no infelicities, necel- 
fities, nor miſcries, there could be 


no rorrpaſſions, nor no evincements 


of his Tenderneſſes and Mercics in 
relieving, or removing them. He 
could not ſhew his readincſs toHelp, 
if there were no zeced of help; and 
therefore he hath ſometimes hid 
himſelf behind the Curtain, even 
from his dcarc{t Children, that on 
1s return on their crycs, they 
may bc more affeJed with his kind- 
rcis, and become more ſenltble of 
It, elſe there-had been no crying 
to Goe:!, nor help from him, nor 
thai:i.s for it : See the To7 P/alm. 
mor where there are no Eyils., it 
might be ſaid of God, as 1s faid 
of a virtuous Man, by Sexera, 

— Magnus es vir, fed unde ſcio, 


þ tibi fortitna non dat facultaten ex- 
hibende virtutis? Ec. 


But, 


Expltcated and Aſſerted. 


But, if we conſider them as pe- 
nal Evils, ſo they have a mediate 
goodneſs, and an uſefulneſs for Man, 
thar much obliges him, for ſo ( as 
we have ſaid ) they are as many 
Means to diſcipline and govern 
him; who, it he were nor as he 1s, 
and were not govern'd and Diſct- 
plin'd as he is, but had been fixed 
by an Act of Power, without thexz, 
halt theShew had then been lolt. Sv 
much of the Divine witdome and 
go0dncls as 1s, viltble in this con- 
duct ( which is very much ) had 
then b.en never ſhewn ,, and ſo 
God had been deprived of a good 
part of his Glory. His 1s moaurs.- 
»1»G- coogia, a manifold wifdome. 
and manifold Goodneſs, And ma- 
nifold wiſdome mult be ſhewn 1n 
many waycs, and not be limited 
to ONCE, 

Ivell ( ſaith the Azheiſt ) this 3s 
indeed a pretty colour , but 'tis no 
more, for the Government , if any, 
is not adminiftlred os you aſjert it 3 
the,Good and Lol inthe world, are 

2 augt 
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Divine Goodneſs 
not for the ends you mention, to iſ- 
cipline and order it; theſe are too 
promiſcuonſly diſpens d, and too 
blindly, tobe ſo for Ends; 'tis ra- 


ther to the contrary; the Good (if 


,any difference ) are mot unhappy 
and unfortunate, and the wicked, 
roſe ſucceſſeful and proſperons. A 
Phenomenon, (0 Plain and obvious 
that not only Telamon in Cicero, 

Nam ft eurent, bene bonis fit, 
male malis:quod minc abett. 

But alſo Solomon himſelf hath 
noted it > no man( f1ith he ) knyw- 
th. either love or hatred Ly all that 
is before him, all thines come alike 
to all, there is one cyent to tbe Righ- 
teous and to the Wicked, &C. So 
amcdiſtineniſling and contmon are the 
extcrnal accidents. And'tis ſtrange, 
if there be indeed a Providence, 
that the Godly only ſhould have the 
Promiſe of 1 be preſent life . but n0 
more the performance of it , than the 
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SECT. 4. 


The Objedion remov'd. ('.) By de- 
nying its Ground: for all is Good 
to the Good, and Evil to the Evil. 
(2.) By ſettling this Rule. That 
Providence is not to bennderſtood 
but in the End. This illuſtrated 
by ſeucral Reſemblances , and by 
an Inſtance. The promiſcuonſnc/s 
of Providence in events explain- 
ed, Fxternal things indifferent 
in their own Nature, and nor 
Good mor Evil, Seemingly jro- 
miſcuous Providence further vin- 
dicated, by ſeveral conſtderations. 
The falſe meaſure of Good and Evil 
deteFed. A right one ſettled. 


This Appearance,l acknowledge, 
hath offended very many, and till 
he went into the Sanctuary , and 
there obſerv'd the Erd, 1t fcanda- 
lIized David : But Seneca hath fully 
ſolved it, and fo hath Plxtarch allo, 
and Arrian's Epidfetus> a Irinm- 
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virate of worthy Authors, and let 


the Atheiſt read them. He is mi- 


{taken, there is nothine Good in 
this Life ts the Evil, and 1othe good 
and vertuous nothing is amiſſe and 
bad. Trahit quiſqz in ſuun colorem. 
To the Pure 211 things-are Pure, 
The famous, but, &c. Story of 
the Angel, and unbclieving Her- 
mite ( that which Bradwardine rc- 
lates, 'f yet it be a Hiſtory ) abun- 
dantly 1uſtrates 1t. All things 
work together, in the Frd, tor 
Good to one, and all tor Evil to 
the other. You mult take a Proz 
vidence cntire and altogcther, and 
ncr in pieces and abroad, to make 


2 Judgment ON It, All is as the End 


1s, lhatis well, which cnds wel], 
and that 1s otherwiſe, which ends 10. 
You mult {tay the End to judge tt ; 
| tr.c End of the Providence, and 
the End of the Man |Now wmzarke the 
Perfe& man.,and behold theUpright, 


for the End of that Man is peace, but 


the Tranſgreſjors ſhall be defiroy d 
tegether, the End of the Wicked ſhall 


C 


Explicated and Aſſerted. 
be cut offi Two ſorts of Men, and 
anſwerably two Ends ; Heaven 


and Hell, 
SO Porphyrie Out of Plato. 
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And again. 

— Tla]ays Toivuv Ts dives quoiu; 
or7& ovpBbns EKoTs x) AWTe3v 8 props Fu 
&', &AAn Svo Eor Wegs » wI%1Tuws TIC 
TELYPAT 1) EnMAtſuts % TOs wks, Jeolg 
T4 % Tois dye Sol; Tea 1tk4sgns* THs 5, Dvii- 
Tois X Coun oTeegIs 

The Providence of God is what 
Auguſtus thought It, 

AbTz X63 Tov) X) TaiTis ven 
xlumTioare. 1 
4. well compoſed Drama 5 wherem 
man 1s to ſurpriz'd and intricated 
with Variety, that all along he can- 
not once imagine its defign,until he 
come to the Exd of it; and then 
he ſecs1t clearly, how every Pat- 
ſage and adventure in the whole 
molt excellently contribute to ir, 
and molt orderly. And ſurely, he 

tbat believeth ( and Religion oblig- 
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eth men to be believers) maketh x0 
haſte; One muſt await the End , 
to ſec the whole laid open. It 1s 
the excellency of a Work, to have 
its main deſign ſo ſkilftully con- 
ceaPd, as to ſuſpend Spectators, 
2nd to lead them all about in a- 
22%, until it all be finiſh't. The 
Atheiſt Jookes but to a part, when 
ho thould ſtay to fee the whole 3 
: Jeaſt the whole picce: He feeth 
but the wrong fide of the Arras, 
hh thrums and encls of the threacs, 
vihen 1t is rowled up 3 the Bean- 
:y 1s inthe Tight fide, and he mult 
iy the opening to ſceit. 'Tis un- 
rebfonable to complain of that in 
Frevidence, which he calls an Or- 
nament, and which doth make his 


greateſt pleaſure and delight in 
Flazes and Romances, viz. The in- 


zerruption of the Sto1 'y, and that 

jxſp ence which is init. We mult 
- iy the end of allto ſee the Har- 
mony of all, and the laſt day will 
declare it; and ve mult ſtay the 


end of every piece of PrOVIdCnCe, 


ro 
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to make a judgement on that. 

But, to give a Scriptural in- 
ſtance inthe Hiſtory of Joſeph (not 
to mention that of Job or David, ) 
what a marvellous ſurprize 1s 1 it ! 
Take every paſlage of it ſolely by 
It ſelf, and ſeparate it from the 
reſt, and how hard a one 1t 1s; 
all is then againſt him : To be hated 
by his brethren, that 1s bad ;, to 
be ſold by them fora Slave to the 
Iſhmaelites , and by theſe to Poti- 
phar is worſe ; to be injurioultly ac- 
cuſed of his Miſtreſs, and ſo con- 
demn'd to perpetual Priſonment, 
worlſt of all. All theſe are hard, 
and ſeparately all againſt him; but 
in concatenation and together » 4s 
one diſpoſeth and prepareth for 
another, ſo they all co-operate 1n 
the Ed to his preterment, and are 
all for him. 

For it was by the Buitler whoſe 

ream he had interpreted , that 
luch a zzcation was made in fav.ur 
of him unto Pharaos/? , as occalion'd 
his Preferment, It was In Priſon he 
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Divine Goodneſs 
became acquainted with the But- 
tier, and interpreted his Dream ; it 
was his Miſtreſs's Accuſation, which 
compos'd his Mittimes, and hurri- 
ed him to Priſon ; it was the ava- 
rice and griping of the Tſhaaclites, 
that brought kim to his Miſtreſs ; 


and 1t was the Malice and Envy of 


is Brethren, that brought htm to 
rhe 1/,zaclites; and thus he comes 
is Preferment, and who would 
have thought 1t thus 4 47 work to- 
gether, and in the Fnd jor Good. 
Such an Ordering and over-ruling 
hand hath God in all the cvil 
actions voi Ten 5 when Joſephs 
Brethren fell him into #eypt : God 
rs ſaid fo ſed him. * Humane Ma- 
Ficc and Divitc Providence, may 
be together in the fame act ; where- 
m Men have an cvil hand , God 
hath a good one > who brings 
Light out of Darkneſs, and turns 
E-viiinthe Fidto Good. This for 
Particular Providence. 
Hear Sercct. 
— Diſncl/ommnm ex omnilas que 
L- ©, pro: 
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propoſui, videtur quod primnm dixi: 
pro iplis c{lc quibus evennrt, i/ta 
que horremus, ac iremiamms. Pro 
pſrs eft, inquis, in exilinm Projict , 
in egeſtatem dednci, liberos, conju- 
gem efferre, ienominia afſici, dels - 
litart e $i miraris, hoc. proaliqueo 
clle, miraberis quoſdanz ferro © 10- 
ne Curari nec minus fame ae ſits, 
Sed ſt togitaveris tecum , remedii 
cauſa, quibuſdam &* radi ofſa & *c- 
gi, & extrohi venas, & que dz 
amputari membra , Te fine totins 
pernicie corporis harere nou pote- 
rant : hoc quog;, patieris probari ti- 
bi, quedam mcommoda pro his eſe. 
muibns accidunt : tam me hercules. 
quan quedam que laudautur atque 
appetuntir, contra cos o{le, quns de- 
leFaverunt, ftatillin: + ernalitutibos, 
ebrietatibuſqz & ceteris qitd necani 
per voluplatent, CC. 

Once, it the Frid of all FT: 
we have cvidenc'd ) that muſt op 
and unlock the Cabala, and Mjters 
of things at full ; ar. d if it be, the 
Ecrtainly , !n being (9 precipitate 
and 


Divine Goodneſs 
and haſty, as not to ſtay it, to 
make a ſettled and eſtablith't judg- 
ment, we as well betray an exraor- 
dinary Ignorance, and Folly, as 
a like Temerity and Raſhnefs. For 
though there be a viſtble and ap- 
parent correſpondency in ſozze 
adminiſtrations, | Good in the End 
of them to the Good, asto Job, to 
Joſeph, to David; and Evil at the 
turtheſt', in the End of them to 
the Evil, as in Adon:bezck. Pherecy- 
aes Syrus, Attila, &c, | I hat we 
may acknowledge the righteout- 
ncts and juſtice , which doth rule 
the world; yet it is obſcure and 
din zany Others, that we may 
alſo xnow there 1s another day t9 
c01e, that muſt more tully declare 
it. Sozze Mens ſins go before to 
judgement, and others follow af= 
ter. SO Job21.7,0,9, 10,11, 12, 
I3, 30. ( the wicked ) ſpend their 
Dates in wealth, andin a moment 
go down tothe Grave. ( But) He zs 
rejervedtothe day of Deſtruction, 
they fall be brought forth to tbe Day 
of wrath, It 
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It was this conſideration ſatisfied 
many thinking and inquiſitive Phi- 
loſophers, about the ſeeming 1nx- 
quality of things, who bad ather- 
wiſe been foundred on the ſame 
Rock with Diagoras Melins, | One 
of them, that made at firlt a great 
Profcilion of Religion and Viety, 
but did afterward abandon and 
forſake it, utterly denying the 
Bcing, and Exiſtance of God, bc- 
cauſe he ſaw not ſpeedy vengeance 
cxccuted by him, on his perjur'd 
Friend, with whom he had depo- 
ſited his money, and who for{wore 
It. ] But hoſe being throughly per- 
ſwadted of a Future day of judge- 
ment, and that there was a Mzmos, 
or a Radamanthos. or an Facus, a 

righteous and ſevere Judge, who | 
would accurately ſcan there in 
the Lives and Actions of all men, 
and then accordingly retributc to 
them, as he found upon reſearc!1 ; 

| They acquieſced in that , and {6 
ſhould we. For wher things are 
try'd., the Heavens ſhall record that 
Kiahte- 
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Righteouſneſs of God. Hear the 
. Grave Plutarch, 

"Emmeiln yuptois nerrioy d7dyTH 
TETO!, Te SyEwTas yae Ja KELYSRR, eY + 
xeTby fa Yv1p.v0u Eva, TEIVEWTE aUT) 
79 ouvys avrle F uz F89 gguuTe &5- 
alpyns xw0voyrOr & TO " £Qng.0y &r41)0r 
7H ovy ſt wy ad]anaon[e 6H Ts ys 737 + 
T4 STORE T Xo0puory ive 1 Kerots Sineus 
uv Tavrs ty\wimns TerTtes) 
Erors 04 bu Suracas vic += 
MAVTY) Sys uo  ThHs 'Aotas Miva 78 y, 
Padxparvoy , Ire 5 CG Tn; ETpomus 
Alaxiy 


X 
I v paces 5 


SECT. 5. 


Again, though all things for 
the Matter come alike to all , and 
ſo there 1s but onc event both tO 
the Righteous and the Wicked, 
yet formally, and in refpect of 
Good and Evii, ſo they do not; 
the ſame event zs ſantified to the 
O7Cc. which 1s not to the other; lo 
that to the one It 1s Good, and to 


the other Evil : Fortune ( as they 
call it ) as well Adverſe as Projpe- 
rens. 
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rons, it makes a Good man bet- 
ter, and ſo is good tc him; but a 
Bad man worſe, and ſo to him it 
's Evil. So Fpidctus, 

-o—- Fued h) LETIE. e17 12 onal, ela, T1, Epiet In ' N- 
ys BEA. "0, 71 ye Y Ts Twp Swann —_ 
eee ew, watAnluar 4F AJTH» I" 

Arrianmus. 

— $4 ud 5 Z80, bn 3h ).c45 TR a0105 Arrian. 
$yw yxe Taarkeulu 08 wt SS opplin, _ a 
x, GE P9ANS) FE;5s 70 K9T1aNGa1 Sa 3 In 
£ zuvoyloy Suauliy, 

Seneca. 

——Nihil accidere bor viro ma= pes 
F poteſt, No# vriſcentur contr az mal. fiant, 
ria—— Manct in Satii, & nc 
qut > evenit in ſunn calorem trahit. 

So Socrates. a 


—-Nee enim cuignam bono ma= Itic. m 
C.1cer. Tuſc, 


[i quidquam evertre poteſt, nec vi- Queſt 1.1. 
Uo, mec iwortuo © mee unquam Cus 
res a dits immortalibus negligentur. 
Nec mihi ipſt hoc accidit fortnuito, 
nec vert iis, a quibus accuſatus ſunz, 
aut a quibus condentnatus habeo 
qudd ſuccenſeam.niſt quod mihi no: c« 
re ſe crediderunt, 
Now Events Aaterially accopt. 
| y cd, 
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ed, and as'in themſelves, ſo they 
are not markes to judge by, either 
of the Love or Hatred, which Al- 
mighty God has for us, but only 
Formally, as Good and Evil, as 
ſanctified and unfanctified 3 that 
1s, either as they are blefled to be 
Inſtruments or means of vertue, or 
eHe are curſed, and fo are Riſcs 
and occaſions of vice; or elſe of 
greater temporal Evils. I hus So- 
lomonis underſtood. AU come a- 
like Materially, but not Formally. 
And there is the wiſedom , that 
when the Evexts are the ſame, the 
Good and Evil are zot. And thus 
It 15. 

For zone of thoſe external things 
the Atheiſt calleth Goods or Evils, 
are 11 themſelves intrinſecally ſo, 
but being in themſelves zndifferent, 
are only relatively Good or Evil; 
ſoas they are either chin ar abuſed 
by thoſe that have them; and as 
they prove 71 the end, Mens Ta- 
bles may become ſnares, and ont of 


the Eater meat may core, and tls 
ro 
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to ſhew this, that God promiſcu- 
oully beltows then. So Seneca. 

— Hoc eſt propoſitum Deo, quod SI 
ſapienti viro , oſtendere he&c que mal fiant. 
onleus appetit, que reformidat, nec cap-5- 
bona efle , nec mala, Apparebrumt 


autem bona eſſe, ſi illa non niſt bo- 
ris viris tribuerit, &'c. 


Again. _ 
G 2 Yo JDEeNnec AP 
| — Dzv7itias nego bonum elle . uit. beat. 
214 [t eſſent, bonos facerent. cap. 24- 
Il Zh ? f Vide Arri- 


All Gocdnefs, zt conſeſteth in re- in Epi? 
lation and convenience ; things arc ſw lib. 4. 
oncly good, ſo far as futable 'and £4 *. Mr 

. . Hum, 
proper, (and) thoſe are Evil which 
are otherwiſe : what 1s one Mans 
meat,it 1s anothers poiſon;and what 
is good in one circumſtance is not 
alwajzes ſo,* but it 1s often very E« 
vil in another ; and what ſfcemeth 
temporally Good, as alſo Evil, tor 
the prefent, may in the End prove 
contrary ; and often doth ; we dai- 
ly ſee't. Brod videtur non eft. 

Wherefore, if God denies h15 
Children or Servants what the 
Afrheilt thinketh gcod for them, 

a Te 


-”— —o— —— 2 SS a 5 - 


- 


Arrian. 
Epict. lib 
4* cap. 7o 
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( becauſe 1t ſcemeth ſo) or clſe in- 
fHiaeth on them what the Atheiſt 
apprehendeth Evil ; he doth the ſor- 
mer becarſe he ſeeth,and he ſeethfur- 
theſt and cleareſt, that indeed it is 
not good; and fo he doth the latter, 
either to procure them greater 
Cood, or for preventing greater E- 
vil. Arrianzlaw this. 

—— Ann d& warner die Haw, 76 
yivouoy. Rearloy yxe 1y3u aro Ted; IE- 
Att, 1 :@ Tleg Ke G0 Lct $14orG@ x, « Ko 
z£3- Curiicy , GUvrLI, phyojmhor, OmAGW; 
EUU I w 
and this conſideration jultificth 
God. 

For as a Father who correds his 
child, but to mend him. or who retu- 
{cs to him a knife, wherewith he 
jecth he will cut his Fingers; or 
hoabliructs a marriage that ſecm- 
eth advantageous to his Son, which 
( he forcſccs) in the End will prove 
his Ruin; He loſes not the Repu- 
tation of a Good or Kind Father, 
but a-quireth to 1t that of wiſe 


ſo alſo tis with God, God isa Good 


Father. 


je, ww, 7b A (Wy _anni« ,, on rs, oo mw 
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Father, and if he aftiict, ;t zs ( if 
reed be) but to embetter and im- 
prove his Children; orif he refuſe 
them what they apprehend to be 
obliging ,, and Good, 'tis becauſe 
indecd 1t is not ſo ; it would be 
ruinous (if he ſhould grant it) or 
detrimental at the leaſt, to their c- 
terna], orelſe their temporal Statc. 
They would loſe in Goods of the 
mind, and in their Spiritual Com- 
forts, what they gajn'in theſe of 
the body , Or the like. 

Nor has he abſclutely promis d 
Health, or Riches, or Honour, or 
any one External] thing, but all as 
far as they conferr Co us) | 20 
Good thing will be withbold ; ] 
and 'tis Good he has not ab ſolutely 
-promis'd any ; ſeeing as the caſe 

may be, they all may turn to hurt, 
There 1s a ſore Evil which I have 
feen under the Sun, namely Riches Senec. de 
kept for the Owner 5 thereof to their 719-14.c 3. 
bart. Andthere is a time wherein 
one man iuleth over another to his 
own hurt, 

e 2 $0 
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90 Seneca. 
— Mala pro bonis petext7 pericu- 


fam eſt aſſequi. 


SECT. 6. 


And here it ought to be remark- 
ed, that a great occaſrox of mmi{take 
in this matter, 1s the 7mpertinent 

judeement, which is made of Good 
and Evil by Senſe; to reform which, 


we mult conſider that Senſe is _ 


the ſole and proper Meaſure 
them; there is indeed. a Sc live: 
but this is but an Azimal. an infe- 
riour Good 'or Evil : there Sa 
Higher, a more exalted and Su- 
periour, which is the Rational and 
Humane. . It is the Rational Appe- 
tite, and not the Senlitive, that is 
the Meaſure of Good: and Evil 
among men, that will not ink 
themſelves to the Beaſts. TIoman 
there are better Goods than the 
Senſitive, and worſe Evils. Theſe 
of Reaſon, are as much Sxperiour 
unto them of Senſe, as men them. 
{clves 
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ſelves to Beaſts. Wherefore, he 
is no gainer, that gets but ſenſitive 
Good, by the loſſe of Rational. So 
Seneca. ot 

— Altum quiddam ft Virtus, ex >": fe-Uit; 

X . . , ar, CaÞ.7. 

celſum, regale, invitum, infatigaz 
bite : voluptas humile, ſervile, in 
becillum , caducum, cujus ſiatio ac 
demicilium fornices & propine 
ſunt. 

— @nid mii voluptatem nomi- cap. 9+ 
as? Hominis bonum quero , non 
ventris, qui pecudibus ac beluis laxi- 
or eſt. 

Ant if a Father #ry hs Son, or 
exerciſe his vertue: and refuſe to 
gratiftie him in a ſmall and petty 
Boon, but to ſce how he will take 
it; reſolving if he take it well, to 
recompence him with a greater , 
what injury is done the Child ? or 
what ankindneſs can the Atheilt 
find in the Father 2 And #his is the 
Caſe. For no Believer is a loſer by 
his Croſſes, ſeeing 1f he bear them 
well, his light affiiFions, which are 
bit for a monzent, Pal 61 hive 

| 4 p 


— ey we —_—_ 
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a far more exceeding\ and eternal 
weight of Glory. Now a Poet bring= 
eth not his Heroe to his. utmoſt 
Felicity, but in the concluſion, 
after he hath made him give a 
thouſand proofs of his vertue, and 
hath made.hitn paſs a thouſand dif- 
ficultzez.” We mult beat pains for 
heaven 5 ray ſhall ſeek, and ſhall 
rot enter; we mult ſirive if we will 
enter. Heaven jis taken by vioz 
lence. Remember the Olympic Ex- 
erciſes, The Aroltle alludes to 
themz So ru, as jou may obtain, 


Strive lawfully, &c. 
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C> 
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The Geneſts of Han and Things, the 
beft Apology ſor Providence, a= 
garnj# the cavils of the 4theist 
anc « great inſtance of Divine Be- 
H1geniy. The Atheiſts (C1. )0b= 
Jeazon, Thai God did not fix and 

fjettle Adam in it, fully anſwered 
and expoſed as irrational.(2.)0b= 
jeition, The Iniquity of God and 
| Provi- 
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Providence in concluding all 


men under miſery, for tbe Sin of 
One : This removed and the righ- 


teonſneſs of God aſſerted and vin > 
dicated. : 


But what does moſt 1]]uſtrioufly 
ſet off the Goodneſs and Benige 
nity of God beyond cxception, is 
this conſideration, that Man was 
in his firſt Condition , made both 
Innocent and Happy 3 placed by Di- 
vine Bounty ina Carden moft de- 
Ixcious, and as free from all trou- 
| ble, as he was from(in; he had as 
many Servitours obſequious to his 
will, while he wasſo to God's, as 
there were Creatures; nor had he a- 
ny Crofs Incounters or Diſpleaſures 
then. And if he have occaſion to 
complain now oft any alteration 
made in it, ( as it cannot be denyed, 
but indeed he has)it mult be of him- 
ſelf, who if he be no longer Haps 
py, it is becauſe he 1s no longer 
Innocent, but having firlt revolt. 
cd from his Maker; all the Crea- 
| | tures 


Homer. 
Odifſ. 4, 


Eprithal, 
Pelet to 
Thetid, 


' Dibine Goodneſs 
tures now revolt from him. 
very ground is Curſed , and he is 
made to ſee his Folly and his Sin 
together, in the Puniſhment - of. 
It, But, from the beginning it was 


The 


Death and Curſe came in 
by Sin. Curſed is the Ground for 
t, ſake, in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat,&c. 
Many Heathens ſaw this, T hat of 
Homer 1s Pertinent. 


2ot ſo. 


”Q Teo, ojov Snvv I23; Begror arTiouyT, 
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Which one well tranſlates. 

O Dii quam false mortales numina 
celi = 

Tncuſant, cauſasq; ſibi fontemq; ma- 
lorum | | 

E wvobis pendere, putant, caſwsq; nea 
Ffandos : E:. EIS 

Sednihileſt, ſua nam pereunt ob fa- 
da ſceleſts WE: © 

Acpreter fatum cumnulant ſibi corde 
dolores. 

Hear Catullzs. 
Sed poſtquam tellys ſcelere eſt inbut a 


nefando. Juſti- 
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Tuſtitiamg; 0mnes cupida de mente 
- fugarunt — oy” 
And Heſtod in his teya 4 nuteet , 
deſcribing the Geldez Age, doth 
]evidently repreſent - the State of 
Man in Paradiſe, | 
"Ne 0140980 yerydas: S&T) IynTol T ava 

Tots 
Xevover wy TeorISaE oO! wiewrur arfed- 

— YA. | 
'Addyd]or moingar xv pre Soar tolls, 

' Wherein alſo the famous 0vid 
admirably imitates him 3 and what 
other is his Story of Pandora, than 
an Alluſion to. the Fall of Man, 
which was occalion'd by a Wo- 
man. I. | 
It may be Plato and Timens had 
regard to Geneſts, when they afler- 
ted nothing mortal was immedi- 
ately created ; for nothing was at 
firſt made ſo; unleſs you will be 
ſubtil, and. diſtinguiſh accurately, 
by affirming that the things cre- 
ated, were at firſt 1/ortalza, though 
they were not Moritzra; and be it 
ſo, yet Death came in by Sin, _ 

TS. 0, 
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ont of Paradiſe, 


'{hall conſider. 
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ſo. it could not be before it; 
which 1s as much as ( probably ) 
they meant, or we would have 
them to. 

But if they meant it not in that, 
It is as evident as Light 1t ſelf, 
they did in Prg-exiſtence 5 |[_ a 
Theory obtaining over all the 
World ] This being nothing but a 
Depravation of the Hiſtory of A. 
dams Fall and Þjs Exilement on il 
This 1s Plato hzs 
deſcent of Souls, Which whoſo- 
ever fhall peruſe Hicrocles his 
account thereof, a perſon that 
could well give it, mult needs 
as ſoon acknowledge , as he 
And in regar{1 
xt 1s 1mportant to demontltrate 
this Truth , as well againſt a 
knot of Learned men}, that un- 
deritand jt in the Letter, as for 
the preſent purpoſe , I ihall here 
alleage Hierocles in his own terms, 
and at large, "T9 
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A Pregnant Teſtimony. Here's a 
Fall, and of Man, and for Sin, 
Ate 1s from tun Peccare. God 
made Man Upright , but he Ferns: 
out many inventions, I his is Plato's 
9[Deſcent of Souls. 

But if God be infinitely Good and 
"Pure, and Kighteous, ( replies the | 
c Atheiſt S how is tt. that he did not 
: ſettle 


63 
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ſon, to will it. 


fore ſince he did not £ How can you 


with all conveniencies and Com: 
forts? Now God not onely moſt 
Benignly created Man in Inno- 
cence and Happinefs, bzt obliging- 
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ſettle Adam in his Innocence and fix 


Happineſs ? What ſalvo hath he for 
his own Righteouſneſs, who ſo un:| 
rercifully ſuffered man to flide from 
His £ Is he not au Acceſſory to the 
Crime, who ( when he could pre- 
went ) permits it ? He that doth 
not hinder Murther, or other wick- 
edneſs, when tis in his Power ſo to 
ds, is to be interpreted in all reaz| 


der'd Adam's. Whit ſay you there: 


call him good and charitable , that 
would not prevent ſuch miſery © and 
how Righteons and Holy, that did 
permit ſuchſin? © 

But ſecing .nothing gives but 
what it has itſelf, muſt not he be 
Holy , Pure, and Righteous, that 
Formed man ſo £ and -he Good, 
that ſo abundantly accommoda- 


ted man, and freely furniſh't him 


bj 


ha 
{elf 


God could have hin-| tu 
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ly conferr'd alſo to Eſtabliſh him and 
Ilfx biminit. He ordained him a 
[Tree of Life | and Adam might 
[have eaten of it, if he would him- 
2 ſelf, as well as of the other of hrow- 
| ledge. ] Nor was it proper that he 
-[{hould do more toward It. It was 
'[not congruous and fit, he ſhould 
-| determine arbitrary and ſpontane- 
ous Agents, ( and let the Atheilt 
:| Judge ) as he had done the Na- 
-| tural : nor agreeable that Man, an 
Agent ad wutrum-libet, one that 
could deliberate and act on chozce, 
that could freely and el:@ively in- 
cline t9 both extreams, ſhould be de- 
termin'd, as a Stone to one of then:. 
It was fit elective Creatures ſhould 
be left to their choice; and {o was 
Man. A Tree of Life, and a Trce 
of knowledge | Life and Death } 
were both before him, and hc 
might take his choice. Verily, 
God is irrationally charged ( and 
Jet 4rrianus in his EpiGetxs judge ) 7 
for not deligning a perp=tual hap- | 
pinefs ynto a Rational and know- 


ng 
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ing Creature, ina way that was not 
agreeable to Reaſon, as ſure he 
muſt, if he had ſettled and. eſta- 
bliſhed a willing, a free, an arbitra- 
ry, and elcctive Creature, in a 
State againſt his will, or withont 1t. 
Nothing wanted but mans will, to 
make his happineſs eternal. The 
Tree of Lite was before him. and 
he might have eaten, and fo have 
lived for cver, if he would, the 
very Angels themfelves in Heaven 
were left to their choice; and rea- 
{on good fayes Hierocles. 


—Svupije& yo THis 55.as 3, wn, 
£ 6 Tis Tegroizs Jooues. 3, ws Trace vat 
mug, Te Inuiey's 88, u7w  Tegnoias atin- 
—_— 

For if the great God ſhould have 
reſtrained Adam philically and for- 
cibly, and not #orally onely ( as 
he did ) and by a Law, from eat- 
ing of the one Tree, or elie ſhould 
violently have comperd him ( as 
now the Atheiſt doth require ) to 
pluck and eat of the other; as he 
had not congruoutly treated Azazz, 

| in 
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in the Notion of a Free and Azbi- 
trary Agent, ſo neither had he 2ry- 
ed what he would do of himſelf. 
Beſides, there had not then becn 
any zeed of Law, for as much as it 
had been impertinent, to interdict 
cating to one, that could not poſ- 
ſibly eat 3 and then if no Law, there 
had been no obedience neither, 
and conſequently no Reward nor 
Puniſhment ; and it. no Law, no 
Obedience, no Reward nor Pu- 
niſhment, then no Government nei- 
ther, and thcn in vain had Adam, 
inthe very conſtitution of his Na- 
ture, been a govcrnable Creature, 
ſeeing ( if this had been ) he were 
never to be actually governed. 
Natural Agents are not (properly) 
governed, but Morall Ones, and 
Moral Agents muſt be governed 
Morally, . Hear Arrianzs. 
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Nor is God obliged iz the No- 
tion ef Good or Rightcons Governor, 
violently to reſtrain the Governed 
from all unrigt.tcouſncſs, or to 
promote their weal and Good v1= 
olently'; thats not for a Governor 
CasTuch) to do 3 and therefore 
that God did not, is not in dero- 
gation of his Purity or Goodneſs. 
A Governor reſtraineth Evil, and 
advanceth Good, not by tying mens 
hands, but by enaCting good Laws; 
by cnforcing them with Menaces 
and Threats, and with Rewards 
and Compentations : ; by executing 
penalties cn thoſe that break them, 
and by renumerating thoſe that do 

not, 


Epplieaked and Alletted. 
not. And though a Szbje& be an 
Acccſlory to the Crime, and Evil 
winch he doth not hinder. if he 
cari,' and be-interpreted to will it, 
if he donot do his natural utmoſt 
to prevent it, becauſe he is obh- 
ged by a Law to do fo. yet the 
Governour that maketh Law, | he 
being under none, but that of E- 
quity and Fitneſs, which is to rule 
by Law, and as a Governour | 1snot 
accuiable of Crimes, which' he for- 
bids and Puniſhes. He is a good Go- 
vernour, that makes good kaws, 
and rules by them,and notlby force. 

But grant it ( ſays the Atheilt ) 
That it was Divine Bouniy to create 
Adam 7» a ſtate of Happineſs, and 
20 omiſſion, not to eſtabliſh him, and 
frx himin it; but what equality in 
this, not it6 ſay what THjurte , that 
when but One was in the Sin and 
guilt, he yet concludeth all\ men in 
the Puniſhment as if 9 becauſe the 
Parents eat the ſowr grapes, the Chil- 
drens teeth muſi be en edge, Furi- 
ptdes complaint is juſt here 
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Plutarch. 
de tis qui 
car-aNum, 
corrip 


-" Divine Goodneſs 
m— Ic TUxbrTov apxruale Els Ths 
yſbves 7gimorlas- 


I anſwer, There is no iniquity 
at all, i» imputing unto all the ſin 
of One, when you conſider that that 
Oze was All; and thoſe All are One. 
Adam was the whole kind ; and 
All deſcendants from him, are but 
One Adawr. Many members make 
but One whole, Markind is a 
11rce, whoſe Root 1s Adam, all 
whole Children are but Branches, 
which deriving from him, 2nd pro- 
ce. ding out of him, wee at firſt 
iz him, and fothey all were ; and 
when he ſinned, not one of them 
but was 3 All were yet unborn, 
which muſt be minded. 

And what maketh this confidera- 
tion of the greater moment, 7s a- 
ether, that Eve herſelf came out of 
Adams ſo that 4darz was intirely 
All; All are come from Adam and 
Eve, and Eve herſelf from Adam. 
Had there been Nox Adamites, or 
Non 1ntire Deſcendants from 4dam, 
ſuch as Jeſrs Chriſt, who was bez 

gotten 
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gotten of the Holy Spirit, it had not 
ſeemed reaſonable, that the Sin of 
Adam, ſhould be imputed to theme. 
But ſeeing Mankind is an Extexrded 
Adam, and as it were, but one ſup- 
poſrtumz and Ations are of ſuppo- 
lites; though it were but He, the 
Root that ſinned ( actually ) the 
Guilt is yet imputed to the Bran- 
ches , which were in.him-; it not 
being thought unreaſonable, rhat 
| he which ſtealeth, or elſe Aflaſh- 
nates but with his hazd, ſhould yet 
|Þe hanged for it by the Neck, All 
are concluded with him, being All 
included in him. And thercfore 
Adams fall, is call'd the Fall of 
Har. 

This is Scriptural ground , 

Ep & Tavis fuagroy ; 
and ſo agreeable to Reaſon that the 
Light of Nature ſhews it ;, for ( be- 
lide the uſe of Men, wherein the 
. [whole blood is looked on as tain- 
ted , 1f but the Father;be a Tray - 
- tour, and wherein nothing is more 
common, than for Parents to co- 
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venant for Children, &c.) Plutarch 
ſpeaketh home. 
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Again, if Adaxe had not lapſed, 
then all Deſcendants from him ha 
been poſſeſſed of the Happineſs which 
þ2 enjoyed,and ſo had ſtood with him 
and the Atheiſt holds not that un- 


reaſonable; and ifit be not fo, i” 
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hethould $#ard, it cannot be to, 
he ſhould fall for his Children; 
ſince 1t is but reaſon, that, if Chit. 
dren may be benefited and advan- 
tag'd by their Parents, they may 
be alſo diſadvantag'd and diſſrv'd 
in them. Oz ſentit conmontnt, 


ſentiet incommodunt. Phut ach 


thought ſo. 
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Finally though all have Sinn'd 


in Adam, and ſo have Miſery'and 
Punifhment entaiPd upon ther , 
yet that miſery and Puniſhment 7s 
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20t ſo great, but that there is a grea- 
ter mixture of Clemency and Mercy 
mit; the Life is left them with en- 
tailment of calamity upon it, is-yet 
ſuch as they are loath to part with ; 
and they are favoured in it, with 
opportunities of making their condi. 
tion better than at firſt it was, by 
playing an after Game, T hus the 
Fall is made to be good for them, 
ſince they have a riſe to get by it: 
and hear Plutarch. . 
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\ , % 4 Pi 
To yenoipoy x) Hinaucy 6h. 


SECT. ES. | 


Divine Benignity and Goodneſs il- 
luſirated in his relieving A@s 
of Grace. Man gets by the Fall. 
why his Firſt State, though Good, 
was not beſt. 


Well then Gad is Good; yes fo 
infinitely Good andBountiful,that, 
though man had miſerably bank- 
rupt, and fool'd all he had away ; 

yet 
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et has he of his owa alone im- 


menſe Goodneſs and Charity, ſp 


ſtupendiouſly repaired him again , 


with ſuch a new Stock in Jeſus 
Chriſt, that if he be not infinitely 
wanting to himſelf, as well as to 
his Maſter, he may be made for 
ever by his breaking. God /o{ ſo] 
loved the world. that he gave his on- 
ly begotten Son, ithat whoſoever ben 
lieved 'in him ſhould not periſh, 
= have everlaſting hrfe, Everlaſting 
Lite. 

Thus , Humane condition, 1t is 
capable of being better d by the Fall, 
it being in the kind of Man by 
Grace, as 'tis in other kinds by 
Nature, he riſeth by his Fall ; the 
Corn is not quickened nor multt- 
plied, except it die; Man was not 
to be quickened by the Lord from 
Heaven, nor advanced from a na- 
tural into a better State of Spiritu- 
a], and Immortal Life, but attcr he 
was Spiritaally dead. You who were 


dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, hath he 
quickene 4. 
| Ihe 
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The Natural condition of the 
Man was Good in Paradiſe, and as 
good as that could be, but his 
Sriritual is better, and it was 4eres 


able unto the Law and Method of 


Natrre, that what was good ſhould 
precede,” and what was better follow 
after ; it being Nature's order, to 
proceed from things letle Perfect, 
nanto things more ſo. For in the 
Gereſts of things (it you conſult 
it ) it Was firſt Evezirg, then 
Horning; tirlt Darkneſs, then Lights 
firſt the Natarals were made, then 
the Vecetables; firlt the Animals, 
then rhe Ratzonals ; and 'tis to 
this that our Apoltle alludes ; The 
firſt man Adam was made a living 
Soul , the laſt Adam was made 4 
quickning Spirit, Howbeit that was 
not firft which is Spiritual : but 
that which is natural, and afters 
wartl that which isSpiritual. The firſt 
man is of the earth Earthy, The 
ſecond 1am 75 theLord fromBeaven. 
Tt:us1s Man's Condition better'd, 
in that ow, Divine Grace ts 


brought by Jeſrrs Chriſt, SECT: 
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SECT. g. 


The Atheiſts ObjeFion of impolſible 
conditions, and of Reprobation 
deſtroyed, Gods Univerſal love 
evinced, EleGion, and Reproba:z 
tion explained. Reprobation in a 
comparative ſenſe vindicated. 
The Terms of Grace, Prediivable. 
Humane Impotency Moral ,. aot 


Phyſical. 
Tes ( fayes the Atheiſt ) /o 7t 


ookes ; for if he do exten! his 
Grace ( as he is (aid to men, it 1s 


01 Terms.ſo inſupportable and bard, 


that they cannot polſably perform: 
ther 5 as if impoſſeble conditions 
did not nullifie bis grants, and make 
his Promiſes Demials 3 but' thay :t 
were ir his Law, as Lawers bell; us 
it is in ours, wherein a Promiſe 01 
Impoſſible Conditions , does inÞri- 
diately 7nveſt Fe: Right. What Grace 
#. this to look for tales of Bricks. 
witbout affording Straw £ He bids 

14 


76 Divine Goodneſs 
us come inded ( but when be knows 
we cannot ) and then he tels us, we 

| fball have. And is not this a great 
| Evincement of Benignity, and love 
to Mankind, is it not 2 that hehath 
made the greateſt part thereof to 
damne it £ what means Reprobation 
elſe? 
A moſt malicious imputation 
this / For as Platarch. 


| Plutarch.' mus Ou Si; ids Suave; arlewnos. 
in P latonic. 


| Nueſtion. God has not made a man fo aamm 
him ; he hath an univerſal ( though 
8 not an equal Love) for all the Kind: 
| and has given ample demonſtratiza 
| ons of it in hzs Son : who aſſumed 
| not the Perſon, but the Na- 
f ture; He ſo loved the world.\that he 
; gave his only begotten Son, &C. 
God ſent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be ſa- 
ved. 
| What Evidencesare there of his 


| Pleaſure ( let are ſee but one of it ) 
| that the wicked die 2£whea there. are 
[| fo many of his will (that ) he ſhould 


re- 
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return from his wicked wayes, and 
live | Doth he not zzvite all? Doth 
he not beſeech, and call all? | Ho 
every one that thirſteth, &c. |Doth 
he not afford ſufficient means, and 
ſend his Miniſters and Word to 
All? Is there nat an univerſal Act 
of Amneſty , without a Man ex= 
cepted, ſo he will come in? yes 
verily the Apoſtles were oblig- 
ed to go to all the world , and 
preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
tire. | 

And that very Reprobation , 
which 1s ſo great a ſcandal and 
offence unto the Atheiſt, onely 
becauſe he has no right unders 
ſtanding and reſentment of it, what 
is it but aleſſer love 2 It may nor 
be interpreted in a poſitive and 
{imple ſence, but, onely in a com- 
parative, as ot impor.ing 4 ſimple 
Averſation or Hatred, but a leſſe 
intenſe love. So that as they are 
called Choſen or Elect, whom he 
eſpecially favours, lo theſe are Re- 


'probate or hated, whorr , be doth., 


only 
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only generally love , but doth not 


ſpecially favor. It was thus heRe- 


probated Eſar, or hated him before 
his doing Good or Evil, not in a 
politive and ſimple, but in a com- 
parative ſenſe 3 he loved him not 
in that cepree he loved Jacob , 
with that ctp: cial and diſtinguith- 
ing love, Andto comparatively hc 
iS faid to hate him, juſt as Jews 
Chriſs aftirmeth them to hate Father 
and Mother, who love them cmi- 
nently leſje then him, So Sceriptu- 
12! a Notion this 1s of Hatred. 
Now toapply it ; What if God, 
who has a general and common 
love to all ( which ke hath evin= 
cced in a thouſand waycs, by his 
creating, his conſerving, his pco= 
viding tor them inthe preſent lite, 
ard by capacitating of them for a 
better end ) have yet fo {pecidl and 
dit inguifiiing an one for others that 
in reſpect thereof the former 1s as 
zone f 1s he the lets Good, orlicis 
Eenigne, bccanſe he is ſo much fo? 
or muks it be meerpreted a want 


ot 
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of Goodneſs or Benignity to 
ſome , becauſe he is abundant in 
it to others ? as if 1t were not 
Righteous for the Great God to 
have his Favenrites , When yet it 
is allowed and approvcd in men to 
have them. God doth but gexe- 
rally love ſome, to ſhew his Powey z 
and he ſpecially doth favour others, 
to ſhew his Rich Grace. Had he 
loved all a like, 1t would notlook 
of Grace to any. Grace 1s Favour, 
and Favour 1s particular , and 
diſtinguiſhing. Nor had he thew'n 
his power, ifhe had not paſſed ſore 
by , when he obliged othcrs with 
Favours, 

So infinitely Good 1s God; that 
the veryeſt Reprobate in all the 
world , has no occaſion of a juſt 
complant againſt him, He zs as good 
as Soveraign, and to manifeſt him= 
{elf fo, he has in all Ti ranſadtions fo 
admirably temper d Love and Power, 
that if he 1s Soveraignly Gratious 


in ſome of them, He 1s in others as 


Benignly Soveraign : though he 
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Favours ſume and not others, fand 
that becauſe he will , yet he has an 
univerſal love and general kind- 
neſs for them all. Thoſe that are 
not Favourites are yet conlider'd as 
his Szbje@s, he willeth their Re- 
pentance, and asa Governour en= 
deavours it ; for though he uſe his 
Power and Dominion, that he 
might ſhew his indignation againi? 
Sin, as well as his averſion, yet zt 
onely is on ſuch he has firſt endured 
with z1uch long ſuffering , who by 
aggravated guilr, have merited 
deitruction, and ſo have fitted and 
prepared themſelves for it.and now, 
is God Evil or Unrighteous ? if 
you ſtate 1t thus 3 and ſo Scripture 
ſtates it, keep to theſe Termes, and 
Reprobation is defenſible. 

Nor zs God a hard Maſter ; he 
requireth not impoſliibilities , or 
Tales of Brick without Straw ; 
for, though he might confider.man 
in great Juſtice, not as he hath made 
bin, but as he was made at firſt, 
and fo agreably expect from him 
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according to the Stock, which then 
was given him; yet He hath condes 
teended to compound, and by an Act 
ot Grace, as infinite as is himſelt, 
has offered bankrupt Adam New 
Termes ,- and ſuch as are agreable 
unto him now in this Condition, and 
feaſible.  Ifay now, tor otherwiſe 
indeed - 7z2poſſtble Conditions (as 
Logicians tell us  ) were refſals ; 
or 1f, as many ſay, the Terms ofter- 
ed unto Man, were bottomed on 
#i\timates thar are not , and on 
contideration of a Stock at firft gÞ 
ven, but which 1s no longer , they 
were not gracious aud relieving, and 
conſequently could not be intend- 
ed to-oblige Man anew , lince, his 
contracted inqbility 3 but to -up+ 
braid him and reproach him with 
_* ESE 
No, Ged requires. nothing "of a 
Man | not in the Covenant of 
Grace | but mhat ſubſtantially 5 
natural; and let the Athi-it or any 
other. otherwiſe periwaded ,  n- 
{tance bur in enz2 require. ACt 0 
H 1 
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the contrary ; to believe, torepent, 
to love, &c. Are Ads ſubſtantiz 
ally within the compaſs of the Hu- 
mane Nature, and which oneex- 
erciſes every iday ; He believeth 
fome reports, and he Repenteth 
ſome Follies, he loves his Friend, 
&c. and God obliges him but to 
Believe and Credit him, to repent 
of Follies practiſed againſt him, 
and to affet and love him, as his 
Friend and Benefactor, the Acts 
ſubſtantially are' the ſame, though 


the determinations of the Acts are 


not, their Moral Principles and 
Objeas difler. 
And, that Inability, or Impoten- 
cy of humane will, which occaſions 
ſo great a noiſe and murmur, is not 
to be underſtood as if there were 
not init Nataral Liberty ; the Wilt 
of Man Eſſentially z4 free, and 
Lady of her own actions, and its 
adzquate and proper object,Good; 
It is not Natural but Moral impotence, 
an inability in the Will of willing 
Spiritual Good, through a prepoſſeſ- 
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fon of it , with ſuch reſi Gent He- 
bits, with Love of the World, and 
with Luſt, as being enmity to God, 
and all Divine Good, do ſo power- 
Fully chain her unto one extream , 
that ſhe is not capable as long as ſhe 
is under them, of inclining to the 
other. An 1irregenerate and un- 
converted man, he has the Faculty 
of willing, though not the exer- 
ciſe, [ Voluntatem habet, non velle. | 
As one may have the Yiſrve Power 
inthe dark, though he cannot ſee, 
but in the Light. Potentiam habet, 
ſed non Pole, and the Faculty of 
willing, Man hath, becauſe he has 
the Faculty of Nilling. [ & Ejw 
eſt welle cujus eſt nolſe. | Boetins 
proves It. Bier, 1'5, x 
Animadverto inquit, idq; uti tu pry... 
dicis ita eſſe conſentio. Sed in hac | 
herentium ſibi ſerie cauſarum, eſtne 
ulla noſtri arbitrii libertas, an ipſos 
quog; humanorum motus animornt 
fatalis catena conſlringit. Ph eſt 
inquit, neque enim fuerit ulla rati- | 
onalis natura quin cidem libertas 
adfit arbitrii, &c. 2 * 
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So that its 7zzpotency is but vitz- 
ous and habitual, ſuch an One as 
In Traants, that ſay they cannot 
learn, or in Prejudiced Perſons, that 
ſay they cannot love, and indeed 
but very hardly can, as long as 
they are ſo; both which experi- 
ence in themſelves, ſomething r1- 
ſing and reluctant at the thoughts 
of Love and Learning ; and ſo 
do wicked Men, who all are Trx- 
auts and Prejudiced with the 
Love of the World, and of Luft, 
they have Reluctancics arifing in 


them , at the thoughts of God, 


and of all true Goodneſs. DIntns 
exhiſtens prohibet alienum. You 
muſt cure thcir prejudices to con- 
vert them, 


SECT. 
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S EC: ; 16. 


The Atheiſts Reply of Termes ſtill 
irapoſſible, though but morally ſo, 
removd. Mans Power, but by 
Gods Grace, explicated, aſſerted. 
The cures of the wither d Arm , 
and of the Tmpotent man at Bc- 
theſda, Emblematical.  Thety 
Application. 


IVel!, Tut call it Aforal or Hubi- 
irall tpotency ( ſaith the Atheiſt”) 
and render it as ealpable and fant 
as you can, yet, ſeeing it is ſuch. as 
Grace did fd him in, it refiects as 
ill on that, if it be invincible and 
obſtinate , as if it ware a Phyſical 
and S1x2ple ore, what Grace 1s in 
the Terms, which neither -do conſt- 
der, nor relieve neceſſities , which 
oblice a man to things anpoſſible 
unto him; and which exat a Fi o- 
ry and Conqueſt over prejudices that 
arc inceterate, and Raignine, and 
that "tis known, a man bimje!f cam 
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never overcome, or vanquiſh? We 
are aſſerted dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins ; that we can do nothing -of 
our ſelves : the natural Man diſ- 
cerneth not the things of God; nei- 
ther indeed can he. &c. | 

Then hear again. O Atheiſt, and 
admire , ana never open more a- 
gainſt Divine Goodneſs, which 1s 
much above the contradiction of 
the Wicked, as the Heavens them- 
{elves above the Earth ; and herein 
{ce it,that in theCovenant of Grace, 
the Great God requireth nothing of 
a Man, but what he offers hin his 
Help for, | in me 3s thy Help |which 
he contcrreth on him in the way of 
Duty and Dependance. $0 that 
nothing 1s exacted as a Term, bur 
what a man 1s able and ſufficient to 
perform, not from any Power in him- 


ſelf, but by the help of God, who, 


by way of caution, ( for the grea- 
ter {ccurity of it ) now keeps the 
whole Stock, intirely and ſolcly 
in his owz hand, ſeeing Afar hath 
bankrupt once already with it , 

when 
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when it was in hs, and it is his 
Coodnefs to keep it for us. Now 
every Man can do with God's help, 
what every Saint doth do ; No- 
thing without it, All with it. 
Not that we are fufficient of our 
ſelves to do any thing , as of our 
ſelves. A Sufticiency there is, 
but not of our ſelves ; our -/au 
ciency is of God, 'tis not in him 
that willeth, that he willeth 5 nor 
in him that runneth, that he run- 
neth ; but in God that ſheweth 
mercy, who giveth both to will 
and to do of his own good plca- 
ſure. Man can do nothing of 
himſelf, that »o Fleſh might glory; 
but with God's Help, he can do 
every thing, that he that gloneth, 
might Glory in the Lord. And 
men may have God's help, if they 
will; 1t 1s but ask, and have. But 
God muit he/p, and therefore ſayes 


| 
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F/utarch. 
| a PMa'"cC. 
Cor.c/.t1us, 


, 
And Hierocles on him. 
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and God will kelp 1t Mcnwill try, 

So A'jchkylus. 
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Explicated and Aſſerted. 
\ This Concer;me.t and Tran(- 
action of Almighty God with men 
1s admirably repreſented in the 
Method of Jeſus Chriſt uſed wherr 
he cur'd the Impotent and Lame, 
For Inſtance, when he curd the 
wither d han i ; which he did, by 
bidding him that had it, ſtretch it 
out : and ſo that other impotent 
and maimed man, at Betheſda. 
who could hardly {tir his hand or 
foot ; by bidding him take wp h's 
bed ard walk. | 

One would have thought he 
had but. rocked, to bid the wi- 
ther'd arm be extended, or the 
Impotcnt to take his bed and walk; 
to bid them go that had no legs ; 
but they bel.eved him to be ſerious, 
and that he was able to enable 
them, and therefore tryed and m 
trying-found ability come iz. And 
ſoit is with us , we arc wrab'e in 
our ſelves for all the dutics he 
obliges to » we are bid to ſtretch 
our wither d\arms out,to belteve.to 
love, to obey him ſpiritually,and 
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( as It were) to take up our beds 
and walk , when we are impotent 
and lame , but yet onſuch a trying 
he enables ys ; vertue comes in 
with our obedience, ifwe believe, 
It is not means but Gods bleſſing. 
And your Inaeavours are tobe in 
Gods name, and not in your ors. 
Many have indeayour*'d in their 
own ſtrength', and fal'n ſhort ; 
you muſt try in Gods, and ſo you 
can do evcry thing. You ſay you 
cannot come , when God obliges 
you ; but pray try, Cant you 
pray, can't you hear (the Word) 
can't youread? &c, Try in Gods 
Name, Do-what you car. If men 
will not try , when God faith he 
helps 'tis of perverſeneſs, and not 
of impotcnce , that they do not 
come. Love offers help to all, but 
Grace gives help to ſome. All 
»1ay have it if they will , but ſome 
fhallwill to have it. If any be lolt 
tis of their own Wills, but ifany 
be ſav'd, 'tis long of God's. God 
#s willizg indeed ( asGeneral Re- 


Gor ) 
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Explicated and Aſſerted. 91 
Gor ( that all hould be ſaved , but 

he doth not wzll, or decree ( as a 
ſpecial Father ) that all ſhall be 
ſaved. 


SecrT. 1$. 


A fooliſh Objeit ion from the imma- 
turity, and imperfeFion of the 
Divine Life here propoſed, and 
the Vanity of it deteed, 
But ray the Atheiſt ſay , what 

need ſo much adoe then , for man 

to pray, and hear, and read, and 

meditate, and try, if God do all? , 

And why is the Life of God in 

men ſo long imperfe# , when if he 

were good, he would, and, if he 

would, he could at once immediate- 

ly accompliſh it * why doth he lex 

them creep, whom he could make to 

flie , and ſo defer that utmoſt hap- 

pineſs and perfeFion, which he is 

ſaid toordain them to, when, if he 

would, he might as ſoon poſſeſſe them 

of it, as deſtin it. | 
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I anſwer, There are means as well 
as ends, and wiſdome lies 1n futing 
them; the Atheiſt might as well 
require, that cvcry thing in Nature 
ſhould immediately, without an 
orderiy prggreffion and advance. 
men, arrive unto perfection , that 
there ſhauld immediately be 
Irees , without {ecds/ and grow- 
ing, and thoſe a Sts touts 
bear fruit, without bloſicming be- 
fore; as what hc Goth. For. as 7t is 
71 other hindcs, foil ts in AMarkind, 
both as to his Naturals and Mo- 
rals, he muſt orderly advance, and 
gYow 171 uſe of 2164Hs5, from an mz 
perfcct. 1mamature , wiripe citatc 
unto a pertect, and maturc. Ihe 
Newman hath Agcs, as the Natural, 
God is uniform in his workes : 
Grace hath its orderly advan ements 
and Progrciltons, as well as Na. 
ture. Vy ec mult Grow 7# Cr ace, to- 


ward the m2aſure of the Stature, as 
We GO In Naturc, 
Loitants ond not Men. 


We are born 


SECT. 


Explicated and Aſert« d, 
SECT; £3. 


A brief tranſition toward, a Con- 


cluſton on this Head, The excel: 


lency of Divine Geodneſs:it makz 
cth God moſt lovely , and is the 
Ground of all Devotion. 


Thus ( as I was capable ) I have 
explained ard aflerted the Divine 
Bonity, and alſo the Bounty, and 
Benchcence of God. which is, his 
moſt (1..) zlluſtrions Attribute, and 
that which maketh him molt Dear , 
moſt amiable, and moft delircable 
to men, and which is the (2.) /ga- 
ment ant Bond of all Devotion to 
him. For ſo Cicero, | 

— (1. Ipſe Jupiter , id eft ju: 
vans pater, quem converſts caſibys 
appellawns a juvando Jouem, 1 poet: s 
pater divumque bominumgz dicitur, 
a majoribus antem noftris, optinu:s 
MAaXIMus, &* qnidem ante optimns 
id eſt, bencticcntiflimus, quam mas 
Ximmrs i quia majns eſt, certogq, gra- 

tins 
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tius prodeſje omnibus, anam opes 
tragnas habere, Ec. 

— Dnid eſt melins, aut quidpre- 


ſtantius bonitate &* beneficentia £ 


qua cum carere deum vultis, nemiz 
nem deo , nec deum , nec hominent 
carum, eminem ab co amari, ne- 
minem diligi vultis. 

— (2. gue porro pietas ei de- 
betur , a quo nihil acceperis 2 ant 

uid omnino, cujus nullum meritun 
fit, ei deberi poteſt ? Eſt enim pie- 
ta , juſtitia adverſum deos + cunt 
quibus quid peteſt nobis eſſe juris , 
cum homini nulla cum deo ſit com- 
munitas ? ſandtitas autem eſt ſcien- 
tia colendorum deorum : qui quamoz 
brem colend; ſint, non intellige, 
zrullo nec accepto abiis, nec ſperato 
bono. 

And there is nothing can admi- 
niſter to Men, in all their fluGx4a- 
tzons and perplexitics, a greater 
Conſolation, than this conſideration, 
that the World hath a Governour. 
and him a good one ; that the 
Ship is not without a Pilot , ny 

. rne 


| 
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Explicated and Aſerted, 
nor the Houſe without a Maſter ; 
but t5at every thing is order'd as 
well by infinite, = carefull, and 
ſupream Goodneſs, as by moſt ex- 
cellent wiſdome. So Arriauas. 


— Ai4 TI 4 ple dfiotrar Te of yivo 
every Uo ery mos 3 bAAG Tye «op $ Raice- 
exo f ovſjone, þ * a AAOP Tie T7) ubya Suva 
PTC Pop ixeri Taghyey on a FpaAts 
He yorles, 2] a xxJaggoriTa; » &, SePomns- 
Tas und or 3v* 705 + 38hy worgTlul bg", 
x Tartes » z xndoudva, vxbr1 nuxs $f ar 
giotTas AuTar x, fopeor 1 x, wiley gay » 
£n91, und Tov 3 


SO Senecg. 

— Tdeo fortiter omne ferendum 
eſt : quia non,ut putamns, incidunt 
canta, ſed veninnt, Olim conlti- 
tutum eſt , quidgaudear, quid fle- 
$#s,, Cc. Tis Decreed. 
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Firſt Corollarary, Nothing fo inde- 
cent, and unbecoming for men þ. 
nor þo diſhonourable to God, as 
ſuperStitions Fears and Scruples. 

) Several conſiderations to evince 

itt. 


—_ 
—_— ——— ——_— 


we OO 


And being fo. (1.) There 7s no- 
thing tore undecent and unbecon- 
int for men, nor more diſhonoura- 

| ble, as well as more unerateful to 
| Divine Goodneſs, than juperſtitions 
| Seriples, Fars, Diſtruſts., and Appre- 
| benſcons of God ; as it he were a 
"Mean and Low Being, whom n= 
tigniticant and little rhings could 
either irritate or Plcaſc : as1t he 
did not know, or not conhider . 
that wearc but ficſh ; but that he 
weighed us in a Balance , as by 
grains and ſcruples; or that lic 
werc Incxorable, hard, and rigid. 
In a word, asif He were not an 


intinitcly excellent pertect Bcing 3 
| [ the 
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Explicated aud Aﬀerted. 97 
[ the Beſt ] but had a Compoſition 
in his Temper, of ſomewhat Little, 
Small, Evil, k#nd Weak. No, God 
looketh to the Heart, and ſo thou 
be fencere , it Is enough. | But 
don't miſtake Sincerity. | He aca 
cepteth not according to what a Max 
hath not, but according to what he 
hath. Mind the great Duties, and 
Perfections of the Humane Life, 
and of the Divine; and know al. 
ſuredly, that God will wink at 
unavoidable infirmities, in thy 
diſcharging of them. Take heed 
of Diftdence, and Slaviſh Feares ; 
and know it more obliging to the 
Great God to Love him cordi- 
ally, than to Fear him ſervilely, 
for it 1s Love, and not Fear, that 
hath the honour to fultil the 
whole Law; and lct the Scrupu- 
lous conſider it. 
Once, a Melancholly, Scrupu- 
lous, Unchearful , and Feartul, it 
7s a Miſerable and Forlorn Life. 
So Plutarch. aturareh. 
—'ONR # 5 Soy aggl's &5 moan: 4f ſuperſiite 
[ [in 
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and, it alſo is a thing that makes 
a Chriſtian as utterly unlike to Jeſus 
Chriſt , as any thing can be; He, 
came eating and drinking , in a 
complacent and chearful tathion, 
and hot as John the Baptii?, with a 
hair Coat and Leathern Girdle. 
And it 7s utterly iztproper to the Goz 
Jpel State, in which he 1s, He zs 
ot under the Law. but under Grace: 
Jeſus Chriſt is come on purpole, to 
bring Life , and Immortality tg 
Light ; to let him underſtand the 
infinite, and thexpreſfiible Good 
will of God the Father ; and zg 
acquaint him with' thoſe eternal 
motions in the Heart of God in 


his Favour, that God is willing to 


adopt him. And this good News 
thould make him to rejoyce, A 


little ſhould not cloud his joyes. 
| . The [ 


©2 
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Explicated and Iſferted. 
The Apoſtle bids us rejoyce, and 
again rejoyce, that we may per- 
form Duties chearfully, God 
Toves a cherful Giver, 
So Porphyrie. 
— ke EK. 
meodupige 
Believe it all our Melancholly, 
Fear, and Apprehenſion, faving 
onely ſo much of it, as is conſti- 
tutional, proceedeth from our igno- 
rance of God, amd of the Goſpel li- 
berty we are redeemed into » that 
we don't conſider ( and perhaps 
diſtentper will not letus ) that we 
have not now receiv'd the Spirit 
of Bondage | that Spirit of the 
Law ] again to Fear, but the Spi- 
rit of adpption, | that Evangelical 
and Goſpel Spirit ] by which we 
invocate one God as our Father. 
For we are not come unto the 
Tount that might be touched, and 
that burned with Fire, nor unto 
blackrmeſs , and darkneſs , and tem- 
peſt. And the ſound of a Trumpet , 
aud the voice of words, which voice 
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they that beard, intreated, that the 
Word ſhould not be ſpoken to them 
any wore. ( For they could not in- 
dure that which was commanded: 
and if ſo much as a Beaſt touch 
the Mountain, it ſhall be ſtoned, or 
thruſt through with a dart, And 


ſo terrible was the ſight, that Mo« 


ſes .Jaid T exceedingly fear and 
quake. ) But we are come to Mount 
Sion, 4#d xnto' the City of the Li- 
ving God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to an innumerable company of 
Angels. To the General Aſſembly and 
Church of tbe Firit born , whixh 
are written in Heaven, andto God 
the Judge of all, and to the Spirits 
of Juſi men made perfe@ , and to 
Jelus the AMediatour of the New 
Covenant, and to the blood of 
Sprinckling , that ſpeaketh bettcr 
things than that of Abel. | 

But this 1s not ſaid to encou- 
rage any in their inſolent Aflronts, 
or Provocations of God. Shall 
Sin abound becauſe Grace hath az 
bounded? God forbid, The Goodmeſs, 


Pas. 
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Explieated and Alſted. 
Patience, Long-ſuffering, and For. 
bearance of Almighty God, where 
there is any Ingeznzty,to take a right 
Impreſſion, and Reſentment of it, 
Leadeth to Repentance, Such» as 
take incouragement ( for none. 1s 
given them ). to do evil, becauſe 
they. know that God is good, have 
realdn' to confider , that thefe 1s 
Mercy with him, but not-that,he 
may be preſumed on, but Feared. 
That hes Maximus as well as Op- 
timws 5 That he 1s Judge of all 
the Earth, and will as ſurely r7ght 
himſelf as others 5 that he want- 
eth nct Ability, 1& once he have 
the will ro ASexge. And finally 
that Deſpiſed Bonity and Patience, 
will atlaſt convert to Fury. 
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SECT. 1. 


Second Corolary, Nothing ſo De- 
cent and becoming for Men, nor 
fo obliging ta God, as Confidence 
in him, as adoring and glorify= 
ing of him. To glorifie God what. 
TF2L 72: Plalm 150. What it i21- 
ports. 


Wherefore (2. It is molt Des 
cent and becoming for Men, who 
are —_ of God, and know 
him, to be good, to acknowledge 
it in Prayer to him, in dependance 
on him , in conffence in him , 
and in Praiſes of him. For to Be- 
lieve, Pray, and Truſt, it is the 
Work of £arth; and to Admire, 
Adorc, and Praiſe, it is the work 
of Heavex , but to be begun on 
Earth ; 'Tis all the Retribution 
that Almighty God requires, that 
he 'be bleſſed for his bleflings, 


which he then is, when we return 


with his bleſſings, and really ( as 


well 
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Expiicated and Aſſerted. I03 
well as verbally ) acknowledge them 
unto bim, that they are efte&ts of 
his alone. Bounty , that all derive 
from him, and that he is the Ori= 
gerrand ſource of all. Borns Des 
xs had a Temple among the Me- 
galopolitans, We muſt Pray, and 
Praiſe, 


Pauſan. in 
Arcad. 


Praiſe is comely. 

SO Porphyrie. Porphyr. de 
Kai yae draws, Teroy exe Surioy APIMeNt 
Toig Feors' # ye ict Trl, i la XAPEN, Ms 

n 1x wee 3 ayabay, 
So Pythagoras 1 Tamblicus. reabfic. bn 
—— Fmt yep or 79 30%, «v7 & waslov yit.pyrhbag. 
xverF, Sy 9 Moyer os 7% xvels T. & [= x 
Wy 3. 
For this ſhall every one, that is 
Godly Pray. 
Soalſo Pythagoras in Iamblicus. Ibid. 
——ET yes 6! T8 Tide, x, #7@ me:- 
TW! xver&, Iv porvyeta mpg gy rvels 73 
aya33y AITEIN. 
But it ought to be remembred, 
that he that Prazſeth, glorifieth 
God, more than he that Prayefh , 
for as much as he that prayeth, bur 


6 | 4 hop- 
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hopeth that he will be Good, but 
he that praiſeth doth acknowledge 
( that) Hezsſo 5 and therefore, we 
ought not to be more-in applica- 
tion and addreſs to Gad,' by way 
of Supplication and Petition, than 
of Acknowledgement and- Praiſe; 
which yet,as groſs aPicce of Inequa- 
lity as'tis, we all are ſubje& towho 
are very often infinitely more con- 
cerned, and zealous in our Pray- 
ers, than in our giving of thanks. 
It is becauſe, our Prayers are for 

. our {{}ves, but giving thanks 1s 70 
| Cod. . 

We have the Pſalmiſt for a great. 
Example of our Duty , how many 
Pſalms has he compoſed all of 
Praiſc ? the 145. 146. 147. 148. 
149. and in fine, 150. arcall Laxz 
datory. Praiſe ye the Lord. Praiſe 

hs God in his Sanduary , Praiſe hint 
in the Firmament of his Power, 

Praiſe him for his mighty Ads : 

Praiſe bin according to his, Ex- 

' celient Greatneſs. Praiſe him with 

ih: ſound of the Trumpet, Ec. 

| And 


Explicated and Allerted. 
And let every thing that hath 
breath, praiſe the Lord. Every 
thing that hath VI, 120) is a 
word affirmed of the Kabbines, and 
ſome others out of them, to be only 
uſed for the underſtanding, and 
ſuperiour part of Man, and fo to 
be diſtinguiſhed from w92, that al- 
ſo ſignifies the ſenſitive and lows 
cr. But itis a Groundleſs appre= 
henſton , and the preſent text e- 
vinces it ſo. For as wa) other- 
where is put for 172d, fo Is Mou), 
here, let every thing that hath 
M2) is. as mach as every thing, 
that hath wind, Every windy and 
Pneumatical inſtrument;for 1t were 
Inſtruments he had invoked ; the 
Trumpet , the Pſaltery , the Harp, 
the Timbrel, the Stringed Inſtru- 
ments and Organs ; and let every 


windy -and Pneumatical inftru- 


ment , | perhaps every Muſical, 
whether Pneumatic-or Pulſatic ] 
let it praiſe the Lord; and praiſe 
ye the Lord. An Apoſtrophe to the 
Church, q. d. O vaints praiſe ye 
the Lord. And 
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Philoſoph. 
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Divine Goodneſs 

And to what I would oblige 
others , that I defire my elf; 
namely, to admire and adore 
the Providence and Bounty of 
the Great God, and withal im- 
oo his Favour, Afliſtance, -and 
rotection : Which I ſhall, in 


Terms which Boetirs prompts me 
with, 


O qui perpetua mundum ratione gubernas, 
Terrarum ( eliq; fator, qui tempus ab v0 
Ire jubes,ſtabiliſ;, manens.,das cunts mouri 
cem nox externe pepulerunt fingere cauſe 
Materie fluitantis opus, verum inſitz ſummz 
Forma boni, Livore carens,tu cuna ſuperno 
Ducis ab ex:mpl», pulchrum pulcherrimus 
ipſ 
Mundum mente gerens, ſimiliſqz ao imagine 
formans, 
Perfeftas jubeas perfefinm abſolvere partes. 
Tu numeris clementa ligas, ut frigidu 
flammas, 


Laquidis, ne purinr ignis 
vant merſ2s deducant pondera terras. 


"Tr triplicis mediam nature cunita mo- 
ventem 
Conners auimam, per conſona me nbra re- 


ſol ſo 


Pre 


Due, cum ſetia duos motum glomeravit in 
 orbes, 
In ſemet reditura meat, meniemq» proſundam 
Circuit & ſimili convertit imagine calums 
Tut caufis auimas paribus,vitaſq, minores 
Provehis.& levibu ſublimes curribus aptans, 
In celumt terramg ſeres, quas lege benigna 
Ad te comverſas reduci facis igne reverti. 
Da Pater, auguſtum menti conſcendere ſe- 
mM » 
Da fontem Luſtrare bonis \ da lece reperta, 
Ia te conſpicuos animi defigere viſus. 
Diſjiceterrene ncbulas &f pondera molis, 
Atq, tuo ſplendore mica z tu namqz ſerenum, 
Tu requies trauquilla piis, te cernere finis, 
Principium, Vettor, Dux, ſemita, terminus 


' 1dem, | 


Cpplicated and Aſſerted. 197 
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CHAP. III. SzcT.rn. 


Divine Finality what. Acknowledg- 
ed by Orpheus, all the Ancients, 
and Boetius, Evinced from Di- 
vine bounty, and univerſal Ef- 
ficiency. How all things are for 
God. His Glory internal and ex- 
ternal. How God 7s glorified. 


| A Ndſo much for Divine Benig- 
{ Anity, that glorious Attribute 
of God ;' the firſt Reſult of his 
Tranſcendent Goodneſs. There is 
another, that obliges usa little to 
conlider it, and that js his Finality, 
that, whereby he is Omega, or the 
ultimate and furtheſt end of all 
things ; ſo as that they are ultimatea 
ly for him, as he is for himſelf. 
He.s the laſt, for whom are all ; 
and ſo himſelf is for no other; 
for if he were, he were not laſt. 
Thus Orpherns , or if as Ariſtotle 
tclls us, there was never ſuch a 
Poet 3 
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Poet ; let it be as thoſe Diſciples A_ dc 
of Pythagoras aftirm, one Cercops 

Stvs Tewr G& YouTo, Cavs var oleyaxts 
egvr Or 
and all the Antients, 

——O wp 32%; ws mp SI 5 6 NaA- Flmtarch. 
AA IOz ay & #ey lu T8 % wtoc x T&* _—_ Cee 
aturli Iyor oy T7417 & 
So Boetins allo. wee. Bk x, 

— Sed dic mihi, wreminiſtine Prof. 5, 
quis ſit reruw finis, quove totitts 
natura tendat intentio. Boet. Aua 
dieram inquan , ſed memoriam me- 
ror hebetavit. Phi: At qui ſcis un- 
de cunt a proceſſernnt. Bocti. Now? 
inquam Deumque effe Mundi. Phi. 
Et qui fieri poteſt ut Prancipio cog= 
nito , quis ſit rerum Finis igno- 
Fes. 

For if he be the beſt Being, as 
has already been cvincd, it evi- 
dently follows, that be is the lift 
End ,* in as much as Good and 
End, for all their formal Notions 
and Idea's be diſtinct, arc yet con- 
vertible with ONE another, The 
Chicfeſt Good is A3l-uiticicnt, and 
ct 
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of an univerfal comprehenſion, and 
capacity , contathing in 1t all 
Good; and he muſt needs be the 
End of all, that @ontaineth in 
himſelf the Good of all. 

It might be alſo argued, and 
perhaps with greater evidence 
and perſpicuity , as Boetins, and 
the Scriptures do , from This firſt 
and univerſal Agexcy; for he that 
is the Firſt efficient, muſt needs be 
the laſt End ; Being is a Circle, 
wherein it is impoſhible, but that 
the Alpha 1s Omega, and that the 
Point beginning AU, 1s the Erd 
of it. The Lord hath mae all 
things for himſelf; 

And, if he be the End of all 
things, ſeeing that an End zs that, 
for which a thing is, and ſo the 
End of all, is that for which all 
others are; it followes, that the 
all are for God | fo our Apoſtle, 
to him are all things | or, as the 
Holy Scriptures alſo happily ex- 
pretle it (they all ) are for the 
Glory of God. 


But 


_— ——  - 
—_—  — — — RF —— 
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But to prevent miſapprehenſi- 
ons, it ought to be conſiderd, 
that Divine Glory 1s either internal 
or external Glory, His Tzternat, 
It is his Eſſential Glory, that in 
reſpect of which the Great Apo- 
{tle calls him the Glory, and Peter 
the excellent Glory ;, and is as in- 
ſeparably inherent to him, as is 
that which doth compoſe the $xz, 
toit, To which it 1s in this re- 
ſembled , that 'tis as inacceſſable 
and dazling to the mind, as this , 
to the Eye, and utterly uncapa- 
ble of all Addition, as well as all 
Diminution. This is the Fins 
Cut. | 

But this is not the End of acqui- 
ſition, or asthe Metaphyſtcs itile it, 
the Finis cujus ; 1t is net this, but 
his external Glory , that all things 
elſe are laſtly for. And his exter- 
al Glory ( as it were the ſhin- 
ing of the Sun ( is nothing but the 
Manifeſtation of Divine Perfect ions ; 
and Attributes ( which as Ariſtotle _— 
intimates are all Glorics ) in Iis © OP 

Opera- 
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Operations and Effects, in reſpect 
of which, when they are: ſeex, ad- 
anir'd, achnowlede d, and aſcribd 
to Him; He is affirmed to be Glori. 
fied, or to have Glory given him : 
and this properly. For ſo Cicero. 
—— Eſt enim Gloria ſolida que- 


Queſt. 1.3. dam res & expreſſa , non adums 


brata. &Cc. 

Indeed God is ſaid to be Glo- 
rified , or to have Glory given 
him, either Paſſively and Obje- 
ctively , or elſe Actively and For=z 
mally. The Heavens above , the 
Sun , and Mocn , and Stars , 
and alſo the Earth below, the 
Minerals and Plants, and mere 
Animals, things that comprehend 
not the Divine Perfections, but 
as objects onely repreſent and 
ſhew them, do by interpretation 
give him Glory or Gloriftie him 
in the firſt ſenſe; but Man him- 
ſelf; in taking Riſe from theſe to 
do ſo, doth perform 1t in the ſe- 
cond. But properly, God 1s Glo- 
rious 11 the former n but Glorz- 


fred . 
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fied by the latter, The 7zviſeble 
things of God, are clearly ſeen in 
the things that are made, &C. 
There's the One. How Fxcel- 
lent is thy Name in all the Earth, 
there is the other, Other Beings 
are deſigned to Exhibit and Ex- 
preſs Divine Glory, but Man is 
made to view it, and acknow- 
ledge it. AU thy Workes praiſc 
thee, but, thy Saints bleſs thee. 

So Arrianns. 

Tir off a9 peoroy Ftarhuy eo fly” 
yiv. avis 7% x, of iyyov WW our 3; 
5 worey Searls , dang xai ifnyuriy Wu- 
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So Seneca. 


nou fuerat opere' pretium naſci. 


Senec. nat. | 
uſt "8 j 
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SECT. 2. 


A Capitulation of the things to be 
diſcourſed. (1.) Man not an ul. 
timate End, evinced. '- From 
his dependency in Being, and 
2. Front his Faculties. That he 
is a mediate End conceded, and 
argued from the authority of the 
* Stoicks, of Ariſtotle, and of Ci- 
cero, and by Reaſon, from the 
Effential Notion of the world, 
and the DoFrine of Signatures, 


But to be more particular, ( as 
this Subject of Divine Finality , 
which 1s of great importance, and 
concernment,, . doth engage us ) I 
ſhall endeavour to evince diſtinct- 
ly. (1.) Ihat Mar 1s not his own 
End. (2.) That another, One a- 
bove in Heaven, and the Origen 
and Source of all, is it. And 
then (3.) That the infinite Trans 
ſcendency of God, or his higheſt 
Exaltation , and Supremacy , L, 
rac 
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the gro#nd of his Finality z which 
effected, I ſhall ſhut , up this Ditf- 
courſe ' in two or three Corol{a- 
ries. 4 

And firſt, That Man is not bi 
own End, is evident ; For as much 
as He is from another : The Sonis 
from the Father , and he from His, 
and ſo along unto the firſt, who 
being of the ſame kind, 1s as de- 
pendent as the ſecond 3; fo firſt, 
and ſecond, rand every one, is from 
another, and hes for another, and 
not himſelf, that is dependent; 
and is not from himſelf, but from 
another. 

But if this firſt evincement, ſeem 
too Metaphylical and Delicate, 
there is a ſecond, from the Hamzane 
Faculties and Powers, which 1s 
more Harmonious , and convinc- 
ing. It is that Man himſelf is 
conſtituted for adireſs to Good 
without him , that he 1s a willing 
and affeF;ve Creature ; that 1s, that 
he hath Will and Afﬀections, which 
mclining him to Things with- 
3 out, 
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out, tranſport him, Now It can- 
not be imagined, that he ſhould 
be his own End, who 1s connatu- 
rally carried out to Good beyond 
himſelf; it being utterly impoſſt- 
ble, that that ſhould be a Termi- 
native, Central Being, which hath 
Pondus in it , and doth gravitate 
and weigh. Thatis off the Cenz 
ter which inclines and gravitates. 
Now the Will is Pond#s anime , 
and Love is Exſtatical. Man 1s 
not his own end, becauſe he 1s 
not his own Good. He is an Ap- 
perent , and inclining Being; and 
therefore his Good 1s all without 
him, becauſe his Love, and his Dez 
ſire export him. 

I contcfs,ndeed He is the viſt- 
ble End of altiaferiour Beings. F or 
though 1 know Yellezus , || Hein 
Cicero |] Carneades, and many os 
thers, co ſmartly argue. on the 
contrary ; yet I alſo know, he is 
acknowledg'd ſo by Ariſtotle, by 
molt othcr great Philoſophers , 
and penerally, all the Stoicks, 
as 
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as we are told by Cicero | 

— Sunt antem alii Philoſophi , Cicer 
& hi quidem magni atqz nobiles, ji, 
qui deorum mente , atque ratione 
omnem mundum adminiſtrari &* re- 
gi cenſeant : neq; vero id ſolum, ſed 
etiam ab iiſderm vite hominun con: 
fali, & provideri. ' Nam & fruges 
&* reliqua, que terra pariat, &- 
tempeſtates , ac temporum varieta- 
tes, celique mutationes, quibus om- 
nia que terra gignat , maturata 
pubeſcant a diis immortalibus tri- 
but gener! humano prutart © mul- . 
taqz que dicentur in his libris, colli- 
gunt que talia ſunt, nt ea ipſa dit 
immeortales ad utum hominum fa- 
bricati p4ne videantur. Contra quos 
Carneades, exc. - And 

— An hac, ut fere dicitis, ho- Bid. 
minum cauſa, a deo conſtituta 
fant £ Ec. 

And , beſide the firlt of Gemeſss 
wherein we have the Charter of 
Dominion; and the ſecond, where- 
in Adam 1n l1gn of his Propriety, 
and Kight over them, impoſeth 
K 2 Names 
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Names and Titles on the Crea- 
tures; there are two Conſlidera- 
tions, which abundantly confirm 
It. 

Firſt, The World, it is called 
Kiou®, for the Beanty, Order, Re- 
lations, and Proportions 11 it , but 
_—_— it were a Chaos, a Tohbu 
Be#$1., not a World ; and theſe in 
being Adxquate and proper Ob- 
jects of the Rational and Humane 
Nature , do evidently ſhew, that 
It was made for this. It is the 
Order, Relations, and Proporti- 
ons in the World, that makes 1t ; 
and theſe are onely for the z- 
derſtanding , which alonc diſcernes 
them ; as Colours arefor the ſ1ght, 
and Sounds are for the hearing, 
and Odours are for the ſmel- 
ling, &c. There is nothing in 
the World, but there 15a Faculty 
in Man to reach it ; and Obje@&s 
are for Faculties. And there are 
Entertainments in every Being 1n 
the World, which are not ſo to 
any other but Man ; and there- 

fore 
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fore, were not made for any 0- 
ther, bur for him. Every thing 
| hath its Beauty, its Order, and its 
Relation to others, which only 
Man difcerneth. And Cicers notz 
cd It, Cicer, de 

— Nec verdilla parva vis natu- Offic. lib.1s 
re eſt , rationiſq; quod unum hoc 7 
animal ſentit quid f Ordo , quid 
deceat, in fatis diftiſque quis ſit 
modus. Ttaque eornm ipſorun, que 
aſpeFu ſentinntur, nallunt alind 
animal pulchritudinem, vennuſt atem, 
convenientiam partium lentit. 

And ſecondly, The Theory of 
Signatures, which are but ſo many 
Hieroglyphicks , or ſacred Chara- 
GFers, and Notes on things, to inti- 
mate their Natures, and Utes , 1s 
another proof of it. For ſeeing 
there are ſuch impreſtions made 
on things by Natzre, whereof he 
cannot doubt, that hath attentiye- 
ly confider'd her , and that they 
areIntelligible unro Man, 2nd un- 
to none beſide,it cannot be,but that 
they were interded and alone inten- 

K 4 ded 
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ded for him. How eminent a Signa- 
ture 1s on the Lxjula , or Wood- 
ſorrel? it exaQly repreſents the 
Heart, and 1s Cardzacal, or pro- 
per for it. The Perforations of 
Hypericon, import its uſes. And 
not to mention the #rites, the 
Speckled Jaſper, and other Stones; 
there are remarkable Reſemblan- 
ces on Pulmonaria maculoſa, or the 
Sage of Jeruſalem? on the Leſſer 
Celondine ; on the Dragons 3 on the 
common Pimpinel, and on all the 
Orchiſs, &c. And there are Agrez 
able Effects performed by them. 
- Such as are curious may conſult 
Crollizs, and other learned Wri- 
ters. 
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One above, who is demonſtrated the 
Maker of (Man, and other things, 
is alſo evinced his End. (1.) 
From Congruity. (2.) The limi- 
tation of inferiours in their ſer- 
vices of Man, and (3.) from the 
Harmony of the World. 


But Afar though he be the vi- 
ſible and immediate End of all 
things in the World, yet, not be» 
ing the Author or Original of any in 
it, He #5 obliged oofend to One az 
bove himſelf, Who having made 
thoſe other things, and alſo ſo 
deſign d them for . Maz, as that he 
cannot but confeſs he could not 
do it for himſelf, is to be acknow- 
ledged as much Superiour and a- 
bove him in Efticiency and Pow- 
er, as in Beneficence and Bounty. 
And this 1s the ſecond thing T pro» 
miſed to evince. 

For thoſc other things are evi- 

dently 
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dently, for the uſe and ends of 
Han, they are ſo apt and fit to 
them; and conſequently being for 
an End, it cannot be, but they 
muſt have an Efficiext. | Whatſo- 
ever 1s for ſomewhat, alfo is from 
fomewhat ] and it cannot be from 
Man (that ) they ſhould: be, who 
x fo indigent to live upon them; 
it being unimaginable, how a 
thing ſhould be from him , who 
cannot be h;»yſe/f without it. Now 
Man ſubſiſts on the Elements, and 
on Elementary concretes. 

fe remaineth then, there zs 40- 
tberBeing they are from, which 1s 
mfinitely much above the Hu- 
mane ; of which it is as well thc 
Origen and Source, as of thoſe 0- 
ther, For ſeeing it is utterly 1m= 
pollible, that Man himſelf ſhould 
be xxmade, who cannot poſſibly 
fabſiſt , or be without the things 
#zade : 'Tis moſt agreable that he 
tould have the making of hiz, 
who hath the making of the things 
ex which he lives. I fay, 'tis moſt 
ratz 


Explicated and Aﬀerted. 


rational, that. he ſhould make 
Man, if he be made (as he is prov- 
ed to be) who, by providing for 
him, conſerves him. Thus other 
things and Man himſelf, lead us up 
to one above Mar. 

Now, admitting that Man hath 
ſuch an Authorr of his Being, as is 
infinitely much above him, (for 
he made him ) and hath bounti. 
fully made all others', to accom- 
modate and ſerve him; how can 
it be imagined, but that he is for 
this For tisnot to be thought, 
that God, who had fo great 'con- 
[iderations for another, ſhould in- 
curioutly neglect himſelf, but that 
rather, ſceing he hath made {ſo 
many things for Man's Ends, he 
made Man, and all things elſe 
for his own, and iz conſtituting 
Man a kind of God to them, and 
ſo capacitating of him to receive 
Daties, did but agreably inſtruct 
him in thoſe other, which he is to 
pay. For what he looketh for, 


from thoſe beneath him, why 
{hould 
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ſhould he refuſe to one ſo much 
above him, who made him for 
himſelf. 

And that he hath doneſo , the 
Humane Facxltzes do turther ſhew, 
For as much as Mar hath both a 
mind and Underſtauding capable 
af apprehending God , aud of con- 
uerſing with him, and a will alſo 
4s capable of weighing and inclin- 
ing to him; and what other de- 
monſtration can a Man: expect in 
Nature, of his being formed to 
maintain an intercourſe with God, 
to glorifie him in the World, and 
tO recognize him as the firft Efh- 
cient, and the laſt End , as All- 
mighty, and All-Good, and by 
doing it to beconformed to him, 
but that he is inabled and- proz 
portion'd by him to do ſo? What 
Evidence Wwe have to convince us, 
that the Eye was made to ſee co- 
!ours, that very ſame we have to 
prove that our underſtandings and 
Wills were ordain'd to converſe 
with God: for we can Apprehena 
him, 
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him, Love him, Deſire him, and 
Delight in him , and therefore 


were ordained to do ſo. Por- 
phyrie is full, this is that Mans End. 
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But Tamblicys is fuller, 
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This is abundantly confirzr'd, 
in that Inferiour Beings are ſo con- 
find and qualified in their jeru- 
ces fo Man, that they do him none, 
but in Dependance on a Super1vur. 
For inſtance , the So'l it (elf, for 
all the pains and induſtry the Huſ- 


band-man 1s at in cultiv:ting and 


Manmmt- 
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manuring. it, will afford him no” 
thing without the Rain from Hea” 
ver, Which makes the fruitful Sea- 
ſons. And who holds the Key of 

_ '"n Rain but God ? The Athenians 

"= acknowledgd it 3 they own'd a 
Pauſan. in Tupiter Pluvius, | SO Pauſanias 
m—— us | and alſo the Arcadans, 
Jem in who ſaughtit of him, when they 

needed it. In a word all Greece 
acknowledged it, when ceſtitute 
of rain, they ſent to Delphos. 
The ſame Paxſanias reports the 
whole pallage. 

OY — Cum diuturna ſtccitate Gre- 
-- cia laboraret ac non mins reliqua, 
Romul. 4- que extra Tſthmun eſt, Gracia quant 
— In- tota Peleponneſus celef7inm 4qua- 

' rum pemuria affeta eſſet, miſſtDel- 
phos ſunt, qui ex oraculy' cala- 
mitatis cauſam ac remedinm cog- 
noſcerent, &Cc. 

This is the very Argument by 
which the great Apoſtle doth eſt a- 
bliſh the belief of both the Divine 
Being and Beneficence amon? the Ly- 
ftrians,when (as the Text —_—_ d) 

Y 


creme ——_—_—_— — ww  .—_—_ 
—— 
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by way of obviation to the Do- 
Ctrines ok the Zabi, and others, 
who aſcrib'd them unto their vani- 
ties and Idols, he aflerteth Rain 
from Heaven and fruitful Seaſons 
made by it, to proceed from God 
alone, who is the Living and AE 
mighty. For, ſayes he, they Wit- 
#$\s for Almighty God | He left 
not himſelf without Witneſs | That 
he 1s above, that he 1s gracious 
and bcnign, and that by reſerv- 
ing in his own power, things {o 
abſolutely neceſ{ary both for hu- 
mane ſubliſtance, and for that of 
all things living, he doth at once 
remind us of the indiſlolvable and 
ſtrict dependance , which we all 
have on him,” and alſo of the De= 
ference and Duty we owe him. 
If God give gifts, we owe ac- 
knowledgements; Rain and fruit- 
ful Seaſons come down, and there- 
fore Man muſt look up. The 
year makes the encreaſe ; but God 
makes the year. This the Gertiles 
acknowledg'd. TJupiter Pluvins 
had an Altar. . So 
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; $0 Panuſanias. 
In Attic, Eſt item ara ibidem, alia, ad 
quan Jovi; quem modo Pluvium , 
modo Innoxium appel/ant, rem divi- 
nam facinnt:. 
And the Ancients paid their firſt 
Fruits: 
So Porphyrie. 
Abſtinent. — Sect. 27- An #805 uw your fi 
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and he thought 1 It reaſonable, 
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And in fine the Harmony of 
things evinces it ; there is a viſible 
ſubordination in 'the world, of the 
lower to the higher Region - This 
Earth depends on Heaven :; the 
motions of Celeſtial Bodies, in- 
ſpire and continue thoſe of the 
Earthly, the Sun by its* accefle 
unto us, andits removal from us. 
makes the Scafons ; Particular 
cauſes, thoſe are here below. but 
all the univerſal arc above, as who 
would ſay, the cauſe of all is there: 

SECT, 
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SECT. 4. 


The Supremacy of God the Ground 
of his Finality , evinc'd to be ſo 
Harmonically. 


And 'tis moſt apparent from 
what I havealready argued, that 
it is the infinite Tranſcendency , Su- 


premacy, Snperlative Eminency of 


Almighty God ( which 1 promis d 
to demonſtrate in the third place) 
that 1s the Ground of his Finality: 
Fhat therefore he alone 1s the 
Ultimate and furtheſt en\ of all 
things, becauſe he is moſt Emi- 
nent and High, and Ore above them 
all, 

To confirm this, I ſhall but offer 
one conſideration { more then 
what I have already ) That there 
Is a viltble Subordination ard De- 
{!2n in things ; that the Earth 1s for 
tic Graſs,the Crats is for the Beaſts, 


the Beaits, and Grafs, and Earth , 
are for Man ; one thing for another” 


L but 
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but all in ſuch Relation, that what is 
Higher and Superiour, is the End 
of what is Lower and Inferiour ; 
The Earth is for the Vegetables, 
the Vegetables tor the Senfibles, 
the Sen{ibles are for the Ratio- 
nals, the Lower for the Higher ; 
and therefore the Rational and all 
for the Higheſt. All for God, and 
Hoſea's climax intimates It, 


IECT. 5. 


Three Corollaries deduc d, (1, Man 
ought to be at Go''s diſpoſe. Hard 
Apprehenſ.ons of God anticipa= 
ted. Fpictetus wreed, (2.) All 
ought ultimately to be referrd ts 
to God s Glory, and how that is 
done. God to be injoyed , mot 
aſed. Wherein Bleſjegdneſs con- 


her. 


And fir{t it Evidently followes, 

that if Almighty God be Man's 
_ End, heought to be his Aeajure : 
*mq that tis infiaitely more agre- 
abls 


 __ Epplicatedand Iſſertod. - 
able that man ſhould abſolutely be 
at Gdds diſpoſe and beck,,, than that 
the Beaſts ſhould be at Mans ; he 
being infinitely more inferiour un- 
to God, than the meaneſt Crea- 
tures are to him. And what if 
God hateloved Eſax lefle than Ja- 
cob, and make his power known 
in ſome, &c. 

What? are Inferiour Animals (o 
much at Man's will, as that they 
live and die at his diſpoſe and 
pleaſure , and ſhall Man himſelf 
repine to be at Gods * bethink 
thy ſelf a little, O thow Man that 
murmureſt, is not he thy Maker? 
Thou'art not thy Beatts, which 
yet thou travelleſt, labourelt , 
ſlaughtereſt, and fatteſt but for 
ſlaughter. Doth not he ſupport 
thee inthy Being, which he firſt 
gave thee? Halt thou any thing 
that is not his? Who then art 
thou, O Man, that durſt diſpute? 
Hath not the Potter power over ths 
clay ? Shall not that be reaſon for 
God, which is for thee ? to dv 
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Dtbine Goodneſs 
with his own , as he liſts? The 


Beaſts are made for thee ; but thou 
thy ſelf for God. 
Remember Epictetus. 


E ict in I n- [ *E-74 Iarrde TEX» eux|tov T&vrd. 
chirid. cap« As I jb & T Ws x 09 ii mere, 


70, 79+. »& 


070! Tol | ouiv | nuiy ey  S1zreraſuOt, 
ws | E:lomar | iloual ye cory © *Av Sife wi 
Siaw, | xaxos yer ud? | whtr grlop 
FROITETR 

| Kep 0n- 

"OEXTIL "of [ ov | vey oU Re yogn- 
#8 KdAGS, GOJbs Tap" Hull, of) Ta Fat 6H- 
CAT AL. 

Ks9- 063. 

AMwlo Keirwn ] CNAG uy, 70 TEiToy* 
@ Ketrwy, & Taurn Tois $e0!s 0 A0ve Tev- 
Tu Ye". $44 3 *ArvrO 7 Main o- 
moxlavcer A Suwzra, Brakes ds & 


And Seconely , If God be our 
ultimate and furthelt End, it wall 
become us to refer in all things 
to him, whether we cat or drink, 
or (what ever _—_— let all be done 
zo the glory; of God; which as we 
then perform AFzally, when in 
doing any thing we actually do 
mind it, fo we allo then awplicite- 


t 


Explicated and Allexted. 


ly and virtually at lealt do fo, when 
we perform all as he will have us 
according to the Goſpel Rule; 
for example, when we eat and 
drink moderately , temperately , 
juſtly, and as the Goſpel doth 
oblige us with due ackrowleare- 
ment and giving of thanks. 
Hear Arrianns. 

Tu 3oule x Tivo, Ta; Ny TStey Letras 
Frots y &f Siratos &ay 20, " ou) F@c6!'ss . 
x, IT, x) eſcoulas x; Kody ws ».8% on 
evo ws Toig acts 5 

Finally if God be ovr ultimate 
and laſt End, we are not to 1ma- 
gine we may xſe him as an inſiru- 
ment ard means t8 riſe by, asthoſc 
who make Religion, but a point 
of intereſt, a Tool of State , or 
elſe a Stale to other Matters ; he 
1s an End and not a Means, © But, 
we mult conlider him, as the on- 
ly Maker of our utmoſt Happi- 
neſs, and as that central, infmite, 
and comprehenſive Good , who 
being infinitely blefſet in conver 


ſing with himſelf, and in enjoying 
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Divine Goodnefs 
of his own Fulneſs, doth rendet 
others ſo by their enjoyment s of hint, 
and co.verſes w'th him. Blefled- 
neſs 1s nothing but a State of ag- 
regation of all Good, and he is1n 
It, that hath a ful enjoyment and 
fruition of God. God is all Good. 
He is felf happy; Happy E/ſendo, 
We are happy in him, 'by Union 
& conjuniion to him, happy Fru- 
endo. 
He that is joyned unto the Lord 
1s one Spirit. 
So Porphyrie. 
Aax # cJuyns evors tn Us aye” 
Yov, axx dyaI7 wirtyey Suvawpor, y 
eyavorSis Ov yg ds 55jouro Gy Kates 
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— Virtus quam afjetamus mage 
nifica eſt. Non quia per ſe beatura 
eft, malo caruiſſe; ſed quia animun 
/axat, ac jreparet ad cognitionens 
celeftium , dignumque efpcit, qui 
in CONSORTIUM DET ve- 
nat, 
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